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EDITORIALS 


The Journal And The 
Church 


In reply to the heated condemnation at the 
recent meeting of the General Assembly, by a 
member of the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union, of all who are not willing to abandon the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and vote it out of 
existence, at the behest of that Committee, The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal states its position 
on this divisive issue that is being forced on the 
Church. 


The Journal Believes: That Christian unity 
reaches across all denominational lines and nation- 
al barriers, and that the spiritual oneness for 
which Christ prayed does not require a union of 
organization to make it real: 





That a Christian Church can be truly ecumeni- 
cal in vision and aim, contribute its faith and 
service to a common cause and retain unimpaired 
its own denominational life; 


That the faith and work and testimony of the 
Southern Presbyterian’ Church which’ for more 
than four score years has had God’s:rich blessing, 
should be preserved as a denomination of Chris- 
tian believers, united in spirit and purpose, and 
not sacrificed on the altar of personal desire or 
to the popular clamor for ecclesiastical bigness. 


The Journal Believes: In the Assembly’s Exe- 
cutive Committees and Agencies, and in the in- 
tegrity and efficiency of their leaders. The Journal 
will not publish any unsigned criticism of any 
Executive Committee or Secretary, nor any un- 
signed articles calculated to undermine confidence 
in any Assembly Agency or Institution and make 
more difficult the work it is appointed to do; 


That without this unity of spirit and purpose 
and understanding, which begets confidence and 
goodwill in the membership of our own Church, 
all talk about union with other Churches is futile. 


That this statement of faith and purpose repre- 
sents the heart and mind of the vast majority of 
the officers and members of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. With this firm conviction The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal takes its stand and 





raises a banner to which all who love this Church 
ean rally and preserve its life and testimony and 
tradition as a Christian denomination, dedicated 
to the service of our own country and to the 
evangelization of the world. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal does not 
ask those who differ with this position to go “out 
from us” but hopes that all will remain and be 
one with us. —H.B.D. 


Do Not Trifle With 
The Truth 


In acting upon a recommendation of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Foreign Relations the General 
Assembly of 1943 expressed the judgment that an 
opportunity should be given the Presbyteries to 
make known their convictions on the church’s re- 
lation to the Federal Council. This judgment was 
again expressed by the Assembly of 1944. If 
there was any compromise in this procedure it was 
reached in the Standing Committee before the 





‘Assembly acted. It is now simply an obligation to 


carry out the terms of an agreement made in 


good faith, and in full understanding of its pur- 
pose. 


The General Assembly knew what it was doing 
when this recommendation of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations was adopted. It was not passing 
a meaningless resolution for the purpose of ending 
debate on a matter of personal opinion. It was 
much more serious than that. The question of the 
church’s connection with the Federal Council was 
a matter of deep concern both to those who 
favored the Council program and to those who 
did not. At a time when every consideration called 
for unity and cooperation, in the interest of har- 
mony the recommendation of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations was adopted. 


Certain persons at the 1945 Assembly took the 
position, and it has since been taken by a writer 
in the Presbyterian Outlook, that the actions of 
the 1943 and the 1944 Assemblies were of no 
effect, as the church’s relation to the Federal 
Council is a matter for the Assembly and not one 
for the Presbyteries to decide. No one questions 
the final authority of the Assembly in this matter.’ 
A reference to the Presbyteries for information 
in no wise alters the Assembly’s authority. A 
referendum would make clear the mind of the 
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Presbyteries and this information should be of 
value to those honestly seeking the church’s wel- 
fare. 


In 1943 and 1944, when saying that this divisive 
issue should be sent to the Presbyteries some time 
after the war, the General Assembly was as fully 
aware of its authority as was the Assembly of 
1945. There is no escaping the fact of a definite 
agreement by the two parties in the Standing 
Committee that a reference to the Presbyteries 
should be made. Now it is stated by the Federal 
Council representatives in the Assembly that this 
need not be done and that it will not be done. 


The real issue now is not the advisability of 
doing something or of not doing it. The question 
is whether an agreement of two parties to do 
something means anything. If an understanding 
reached in good faith can be set aside because 
one party to the arrangement has changed its 
mind, what confidence is to be placed in such 
agreements? —H.B.D. 





aon 
__ 


A Free Assembly 


If the ministers and elders commissioned by the 
presbyteries to represent the churches in the Gen- 
eral Assembly were permitted to perform their 
duties without the assistance of so many advisers, 
the decisions of the Assembly on some important 
issues, might reveal Christ’s will for His Church 
rather than the will of those who wish to use the 
Church to advance the work of some organization 
in which they are particularly interested. 


It was stated by a prominent minister at the 
last Assembly that it would not be wise to send 
the Federal Council matter to the presbyteries for 
consideration — though two previous Assemblies 
had unanimously agreed that this be done— 
because the presbyteries would be without the 
benefit of the expert counsel that is available for 
the commissioners to the Assembly; the members 
of the presbytery would have to rely on their own 
wisdom and understanding of this issue that is 
troubling the Church! 


Is there any responsible association or council 
or court that permits its deliberations to be in- 
vaded by an army of “unofficial” delegates to 
rive advice and urge specific actions as does the 
Presbyterian General Assembly? 





Some day—and many are praying that it will 
be soon—the commissioners to the General As- 
sembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church will 
sist on their constitutional right to do their own 
deliberating, and to reach their own decisions, 
and to make their own recommendations, on the 
work of their own Church without the aid or the 
interference of special vleaders for special causes, 
who wish to use the Church for their own pur- 
Pose. They will insist on this even at the risk of 
being considered narrow, or of being open to the 
charge that their first concern is the work of the 
Church which they are commissioned by their 
Presbyteries to consider. —H.B.D. 


A Word To Our Ruling 
Elders 


Several months ago a distinguished ruling 
elder said: “There was a time when the meeting 
of Presbytery and other church courts afforded 
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inspiration and congenial fellowship. Today we 
have an entirely different atmostphere. There is 
bickering, political maneuvering and constant agi- 
tation on the part of those who feel that they are 
great ecclesiastical leaders. To sit still and say 
nothing is an impossible course for a man of con- 
victions. To argue and debate becomes wearisome. 
When I am elected by my Session to attend these 
meetings I confess it is only a deep sense of duty 
that impels me to go. I have talked with other 
ruling elders about this and a growing number are 
unwilling to attend under present conditions.” 


This elder’s complaint is not an isolated case. 
We have heard many others state the same thought 
though in different words. We received several 
letters from ruling elders who attended the last 
meeting of the General Assembly. They stated 
that they were disillusioned and deplored the fact 
that our church courts seem to be under the dom- 
ination of pressure groups and lobbyists for spe- 
cial interests. [In each case we observed that these 
men were tempted to give up standing for their 
principles because they felt that it was futile to 
continue in the face of such difficulties. 


We are able to share the feeling of these bre- 
thren but want to say most emphatically we dare 
not yield to this temptation. This is evidently a 
part of the strategy on the part of those who are 
bent on disrupting our Church. Having put our 
hands to the plow we must not look back. To be 
loyal to our fathers from whom we have received 
the heritage of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
we must not falter. We must carry on. 


Today our moral stamina is being tested. If we 
give up in disgust and ask, “What’s the use of 
carrying on?” we shall regret it in the future. 
Ruling elders, tell these men we are going to de- 
fend our Church and all that it stands for as long 
as God gives us strength to do so. During the time 
London was being bombed so heavily an Amer- 
ican in this capital city, observing the devastation 
being wrought, asked a Londoner, “How long can 
you people endure it?” This Britisher replied, “A 
week longer than Hitler, Sir.” This was the spirit 
that won. This is the spirit that will win in the 
present conflict in our Church. We must not be 
intimidated through threats of reprisals or ridi- 
cule. We urge every conservative ruling elder in 
our Church to pray on, toil on and fight on. “If 
God be for us who can be against us?” —J.R.R. 

———————— 


True Unity 
The General Assembly of 1945 has come and 
gone. In the main the spirit manifested was ex- 
cellent. The distinguished Moderator was kind, 
gracious and fair. 


The spirit of most of the speeches was good, 
but when the matter of organic union came up 
there was one notable exception. There was one 
speech that was bitter, unkind and offensive. 


This article is written to urge those who want 
to conserve the life and testimony of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church to be careful in all theif 
utterances and writing, to be kind, courteous and 
considerate. 


There is no need to be worried. We not only 
have certain the constitutional majority neces- 
sary to defeat organic union in the presbyteries; 
but it is the judgment of this writer that we have 
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assured an actual majority of the presbyteries 
against it, when the presbyteries come to a vote. 
“Fret not thyself.” 


What the writer fears for our Church is not 
organic union but a lack of unity that will cause 
bitterness, dissension and strife; and that will for 
some years paralyze our efforts toward the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom. The next few years 
will be most critical ones in our Church. 


Following the war will come a golden oppor- 
tunity in foreign missions. China and Korea will 
be open as never before. Under the splendid lead- 
ership of Dr. C. Darby Fulton we can go in and 
and occupy the land, and win these great countries 
for Christ. But if our efforts are going to be 
weakened by internal bickering and strife noth- 
ing worthwhile can be done. 


A great opportunity will be ours in the sphere 
of home missions. Our new Executive Secretary, 
Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, is making a fine begin- 
ning. The last Assembly took a great forward 
step in our colored work, but if the next few 
years are marked with bickering and strife; if 
they are without unity in our beloved Church, we 
will accomplish nothing. 


A great need will arise in the work of Chris- 
tian Education. We need more candidates for the 
ministry. Dr. Boggs has a great work to do in se- 
curing those candidates, but if we have lack of 
unity and there is fighting and friction, his efforts 
will be in vain. 


The cause of Religious Education has a great 
work planned in the training of our youth. If we 
pull together without friction Dr. Grant and 
those associated with him can do that splendid 
job. But if there is lack of unity; if there are 
quarreling and strife we will get nowhere and 
accomplish nothing. 


One of the most promising causes before us is 
that of Evangelism. Dr. H. H. Thompson has made 
a splendid start in his work there. The outlook is 
glorious. It looks as though one of God’s set times 
for favoring Zion is before us. The need for re- 
vival is appalling. But God will not send the 
gracious showers if we are torn with disunion 
and strife. 


The same is true of our great and promising 
radio work. Dr. John M. Alexander and his com- 
mittee are making a splendid beginning. But if 
we are torn with dissension, God will not bless 
that work. So I get back where I started. Hold 
fast your convictions, stand for the things that 
you believe are right and true and best, and let 
us have no nasty, bitter speeches. Let us write no 
unkind articles. Whatever we may decide to do as 
to union, let us show a fine Christlike spirit. Let 
us have true unity. —J.M.W. 





Unless— 


An officer in the Navy has just called the at- 
tention of the writer to a new order which has 
been issued with reference to venereal disease. 
Formerly a man reporting such infection was sub- 
ject to certain disciplinary actions. Today this 
action is taken against the man only if he does 
not report his infection. 


—s 


_ In this we have a picture of the present trend 
in moral attitudes which will inevitably spell na. 
tional ruin if not checked. This attitude is one of 
censure directed at the results of sin rather than 
at sin itself. 


Unless the Church takes a lead, which she is not 
now taking, there seems no hope of improvement, 
Impurity of thought and action is increasing ra- 
pidly in America. It is not simply a tragic by- 
product of war, although that has unquestionably 
hastened the trend. The productions of Hollywood 
and the average best-selling novel, along with cur- 
rent magazine stories, all contribute to lowering 
of moral restraints. 


For those ministers who question this fact the 
writer would suggest a conference with any phy- 
sician or surgeon now in active practice. 


In our desire for a warless world, a just and 
durable peace, and for the elimination of social, 
economic and racial injustices, a desire in some 
quarters so vocal as to really represent a new re- 
ligion—the religion of a “Better World”—we are 
in grave danger of overlooking personal sin which 
lies at the bottom of all world problems. 


It would seem to the writer that it is much 
easier to preach against the injustices of cap- 
italism, or labor, than to preach what the Bible 
teaches about adultery and divorce. 


In a past generation England was saved from 
national destruction by a revival started by the 
Puritans. Unless we have such a revival today 
every other effort directed towards a better world 
in which to live is doomed to failure. 


We are not belittling every legitimate effort for 
improvement in world conditions. We are simply 
stating that some of the most blatant sins and 
their only remedy are not receiving the attention 
of the Church which they deserve. 


Unless we place the emphasis where it belongs 
we have no right to ask or expect God’s blessing 
on our efforts. —L.N.B. 


When I Consider Thy Heavens 
What Is Man? 


Dr. J. E. Holmes, noted scientist, said: “As 
tronomically speaking, man is neglible.” Dr. CG. 
A. Coe, a great Christian and a great scientist, 
counters thus: ‘“Astronomically speaking man 1s 





the astronomer.” The Psalmist also felt the tug. 


here when he looked up into the heavens at night 
and then looked down on the haunts and habits 
of men about him. In the Revelation and in the 
Incarnation we find God’s declared evaluation 
of man. God has marked him with His own image. 
God has given man capacity to know Him and to 
love Him and to become like Him. God’s Divine 
Son came in the likeness of sinful man. Man 1s 
the inhabitant of eternity future. God spared 
not His only Son the unspeakable shame and agony 
of the garden and the cross; that man might fin 
a new and open and sure way back to Him. This 
is a glimpse of God’s estimate of man. Do we 
treat our fellows and their eternal soul-interest 
with the dignity and value that God has put 
upon them? —S. McPh. G. 
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We Will Unite 


A friend recently asked the writer if The 
Journal would oppose union with our brethren of 
the Associated Reform Presbyterian or United 
Presbyterian Churches. The reply was that, where 
it would further the cause of Christ, we would 
welcome union with any group which is willing to 
give primary place to doctrinal integrity. 


We have opposed the union movement only 
where dominated by two lines of thought—those 
who make a fetish of union for union’s sake, think- 
ing that outward union is in itself a sign of pro- 
gress; and those who are willing for union with 
those who do not look on doctrinal integrity of 
prime importance. 


In opposing union with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church we have grounds for this opposi- 
tion so clear that any willing to face them cannot 
possibly escape their implications. 


Not only has that Church not censured those 
who have denied as essential, certain historic doc- 
trines of Christianity; they have advanced many 
who signed this affirmation of dissent to the 
highest places in the Church. If that Church sin- 
cerely desires union with us then let them take 
the necessary steps to rectify this doctrinal laxity. 
Until they do let the burden of blame rest square- 
ly where it belongs. —L.N.B. 





Columbia Faculty Members, 
Students And Alumni 
Honor Joe Dixon 


Faithful Employee Of Twenty-Five 
Years Of Service 


At the Columbia Seminary Banquet held at 
Montreat, N. C., May 28, 1945, President Richards 
brought to our attention the fact that Joe Dixon, 
faithful servant of the Seminary, was about to 
close a twenty-five year period of service there. 
Those present felt that they wanted to send their 
greetings to Joe and to express in a tangible way 
their very deep appreciation to him for all that he 
has meant to the students during these years. An 
offering was taken and placed in President Rich- 
ards’ hands with instructions to contact others 
who would like to have a part in it and to select a 
hice present for Joe. 


On July 7 a special assembly of faculty mem- 
bers and students who are attending the summer 
session was held in the student parlor in Joe’s 
honor. Dr. Richards presented Joe with a nice 
Elgin watch with a silver chain. President Rich- 
ards spoke feelingly concerning Joe’s faithful ser- 
vice to the institution and read a statement from 
the Bulletin of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Marietta, Ga., where Allen Glasure devoted a good 
bit of space recently to Joe’s service. Dr. J. B. 
Green then led in prayer, thanking God for Joe’s 
faithful service to the institution through the 
years and for the lesson which he had been to 
the professors and students and asking that all of 
us alike might so serve our Master as to be worthy 
in the end of the welcome words: “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy 


of thy Lord.” Joe then asked for the privilege of 
speaking a few words of appreciation and indi- 
cated that he greatly appreciated the gift and that 
it made him examine his own heart as to whether 
he was really worthy of such recognition. His 
very humility in this matter bore eloquent testi- 
mony to his character. 


Joe was born about twelve miles from Columbia, 
S. C., on the old Winnsboro Road, December 1, 
1882, so that he is now nearly 63 years of age. 
He joined the old Free Hope A.M.E. Church on 
probation when he was 13 years of age, but says 
that he was not a Christian at that time. He went 
to school until he was fourteen years of age and 
has the equivalent of only a seventh grade educa- 
tion. He is a man of real native intelligence, how- 
ever, and has made good use of the schooling which 
he received. Joe obtained employment with the 
Seaboard Air Line Railway when he was still a 
boy, working first as a member of an extra force 
on maintaining the railroad and then as a brake- 
man. He lost his arm when serving as a brakeman 
on that railway in an accident near Henderson, 
N. C., on July 4, 1903. For some time after that 
he worked on a farm and states that his conver- 
sion occurred in July, 1905. His life prior to this 
time had not been what it should and he states 
that he was a rather “rough” individual. When 
plowing one day, however, he began to think about 
his state and to ask himself the questions: “What 
am I? What am I doing? What are my hopes be- 
yond the grave?” As he faced these questions, he 
started praying and his conversion resulted di- 
rectly from that experience. He immediately be- 
gan to take an active part in the Free Hope 
A.M.E. Church, becoming first assistant superin- 
tendent and then superintendent of the Sunday 
School. He was licensed as a local preacher in his 
church in 1921, and in 1933 he was ordained as a 
local deacon, which means that he has the privi- 
lege of marrying, burying, and baptizing. He now 
preaches on the average of about once a month, 
often supplying the pulpit of the Antioch A.M.E, 
Church in Decatur, Ga., to which he belongs. Joe 
was married to Estelle Thompson on December 
28, 1905, and twelve children were born to that 
union, eight of these being alive at the present 
time. His wife died during the summer of 1944, 
Joe’s employment at Columbia Seminary began on 
August 2, 1920, and he has served through twenty- 
five school terms. He was employed by Dr. H. R. 
Murchison, who was at that time connected with 
the faculty of this institution, and he considers 
the circumstances which led to his connection 
with the Seminary as providential. Prior to that 
time he had farmed, sold Bibles for a period, and 
served as a janitor and night watchman at the 
University of South Carolina. He has been a faith- 
ful servant of Columbia Seminary under the ad- 
ministrations of Doctors Whaling, Wells, Gillespie, 
and Richards. Dr. Gillespie thought so highly of 
him that he arranged for Joe and his family to 
move from Columbia to Decatur at the time this 
institution was relocated in the summer of 1927. 
During most of this time Joe has done as much 
work with his one arm as most men would be able 
to do with two. He is slowing down somewhat now 
as a result of age, but he is still faithful and loyal 
in the highest degree and his character and con- 
duct as a Christian have been exemplary. Presi- 
dent Richards says: “He is a man on whom one 
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can depend and I think that Dr. McPheeters was 
not exaggerating for a moment when he said that 
Joe’s life and work are a sermon in ee gl 


” 


Leveling Love 


Every man has as equal opportunity to become 
greater and better than he is. This opportunity is 
God-given and most significant. Here we find an 
evidence of God’s leveling love and provision. Here 
men are strengthened in the equity and fairness 
of God. This underscores Abraham’s confidence 
as he cries in Gen. 18:25: “Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right?” Our hearts, sorely tried 
as we scrutinize life’s tragedies, are quieted and 
helped when we remember that God is more 
sensible of and sensitive to these dark spots than 
any other can be. He is ordering His universe so 





that to whom much is given from him shall much 
be required. Instead of being submersed in senti- 
mental philosophizing, we had better be up to our 
eyes in fulfilling our obligations to those who 
need; for we are those to whom “much has been 
given.” There is a solemn implication in this 
thought to all of us who live in war-spared Ameri- 
ca: blessed, free, prosperous America. We who 
have never known any environment except the 
Christian home and the Christian Church; who 
have spent our lives in life’s protected and 
delectable areas, should stop and think. Mountain 
high is our responsibility. Only our sustained ut- 
most for Him and for those about us can balance 
our books. Too often the very blessings of God 
leave us in blind and ignoble selfishness, and deaf 
to the calls sounding in our ears. The highest 
service of God is indissolubly bound up with the 
lowliest service of man. —S. McPh. G. 





-_—~— 
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Compromise? 


By Rev. John E. Abbott, D.D.* 


An article by Dr. John M. Alexander in The 
Presbyterian Outlook of June 18, 1945, gives in- 
formation and intimations of value to all Sou- 
thern Presbyterian people. The article is headed 
“No Compromise” and is apparently well named. 


The dissertation reviewed the action of the 1943 
and 1944 meetings of the General Assembly, an- 
swering in the negative overtures from Presby- 
teries calling for withdrawal from the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America. In 
both cases the Assembly explained that it is un- 
wise to agitate this matter further during the pe- 
riod of war, but added, “but at the same time the 
General Assembly registers its judgement that be- 
cause of the widespread difference of opinion in 
our Church, and the vital importance of this 
question, that the General Assembly should ulti- 


mately submit it to the Presbyteries after the 
war.” 


This action, the writer in question characterizes 
as “a compromise,” to which he claims the oppon- 
ents of membership in the Federal Council have 
not lived up to (presumably because of other over- 
tures from presbyteries sent up this year). This 
alleged affrontery and breaking of faith has 
spurred the proponents of membership in the 
Council, who were in the majority, into saying in 
effect, “No compromise,” and into declining now 
or hereafter to submit the question to the pres- 
byteries. 


It is of great value to the Presbyterians (U.S.) 
to have the situation thus distinctly and emphatic- 
ally stated, because we are making progress when 
we learn what we cannot do or when we take 
counsel together and consider what we are now to 
do, the situation being as it is. This much is clear 
as we attempt to analyze past and recent actions 
of the Assembly. By submitting the question to 
the presbyteries in the first place, then again 
upon demand of overtures in 1937, and the As- 
sembly abiding by the close vote against the 
Council, the General Assembly recognized the 


proposition as being of the nature of co-operative 
union with other Christian bodies of a sort which 


entitled it to be considered and acted upon by 
the presbyteries. 


The absence of provision in the Book of Church 
Order for the unforeseen Federal Council of 
Churches matter throws us back upon precedent 
which we have established and creates a strong 
presumption. That precedent and presumption was 
ignored by the General Assembly of 1941 when it 
re-entered the Federal Council without consulting 
the presbyteries. Having again recognized the ob- 
ligation to submit the matter to presbyteries by 
the declarations of 1943 and 1944, the situation 
has reached a stage where decision must be made 
as to which view and attitude is right and lawful. 
The way Presbyteries and the Assembly have 
squared off in this contest makes them look like 
two litigants in a legal case. The matter should 
not be settled by one of the parties alone but by 
both working together in an already recognized 
constitutional way, and with all concerned being 
accorded full right to be heard and having a voice 
in the decision. If we have not misjudged the fair, 
judicial mindedness that Presbyterian people have 
manifested throughout their history, this will 
sooner or later be done. 


Meanwhile the rank and file of Presbyterian 
people are beginning to look at this thing. It is 
appearing to them that if there is any compromise 
connected with recent transactions on this mat- 
ter, the General Assembly has compromised itself 
in a way that it would be embarrassing to have 
the Master of Assemblies review. For the General 
Assembly four times to have acknowledged obli- 
gation to submit this question to presbyteries— 
twice by actually submitting it, and twice by de 
claring that it should submit it, then when i- 
flated by a consciousness of power by a “test 
vote” on the union question, to arrogantly with 
draw the right of presbyteries to have a voice I 
this matter—that looks bad and it is bad. 
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In no sense is this now a closed issue. The fun- 
damental fact is that people with the Presbyterian 
heritage of liberty and rights will not readily sur- 
render their prerogatives. The question is only 
one of ways and means, and resources are not ex- 
nausted. Such questions can change the personnel 
of Assemblies. The rights which this last Assembly 
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has taken away, an Assembly in the early future 
can restore. Commissioners can change their 
minds—or presbyteries can change the type of 
Commissioners. 


*Sarasota, Fla. 


The Great Delusion 


By Rev. J. Kelly Unger, D.D.° 


Our own human race has proved to be re- 
markably consistent. It has followed all the way 
down through history the same sad and cruel 
pattern until] now. This caused Spengler to say: 
“If I call a man a beast of prey, whom do I 
offend, the man or the beast.” Saying what I 
shall say it becomes necessary for me to ask the 
question and answer it, Am I a Pacafist? The 
answer is, NO; but I believe in more kinds of war 
than one, and I am certain that we are in this 
one because we have not been in another kind 
during all the past. We have been and are paying 
a huge cost to survive because we have not in 
the past paid a huge cost to carry the cross of the 
Christ to the heathen of the world. This is now 
no time to tell each other what we think; we are 
placed on the emergency by what has happened 
because we did not think. Listen! 


I. Our Pre-War Impudence Has 
Been Monstrous. 

No Post-War Era can be valued without a real 
understanding of Pre-War Facts that brought the 
war on. The Nineteenth Century made the 
Twentieth Century. Today produces tomorrow. 
Britain in the Nineteenth Century lived a policy 
of self-interest, gathering around her enough of 
the strong nations of Europe to insure her safety 
and the foreign markets she had to have to live 
on. She made it, as long as she could, impossible 
for any one nation to become strong enough to 
oppose her combination. Germany, sitting beside 
her, wrought out she thought a new thing, a new 
thing that would thwart Britain. Germany wanted 
to dominate the world but she tried another kind 
of export. She exported her armies, she conquered 
the smal] nations and took all they had, at no 
cost to her but her fine’ and famous Nordic blood. 
Well it was mighty good blood, but if it were 
used for such a good purpose it was mighty fine 
thinking. It failed because the little nations gave 
out. Her policy was self-defeating. It was not well 
thought through. When they have conquered all 
the little nations they have nothing left but armies, 
and they are not even by the German, to be eaten. 
Also Germany made herself up to be so haughty 
and hateful that she never conquered their hearts, 
never gained their co-operation, so that the na- 
tions held the German armies over them to rule 


them, far out of figures that Germany had con- 
templated. 


_ Russia had another way of world domination, 
mserting communism into the other nations, 
thereby ultimately she thought gaining over- 
Whelming advantages for herself. 


Italy tried Fascism, Japan Shintoism, and Ameri- 
ca Democracy. Each nation had something that 


would work to her own advantage, each had some- 
thing wonderful for the human race. Thus we 
had the Tower of Babel on earth again, and all 
men were saying, “Let us make us a name.” And 
it all turned out just as it did in the long ago. 
Men made names for themselves, and the name 
that is above every name was left out. There will 
never be anything different from what we have 
and have had, until the Name which is above 
every name is our one and only desire. It was 
our policy, for the almighty dollar, to pit China 
against Japan, and vica versa, but have we not 
now found out that that did not work? When 
Japan asked us if we would quit backing China 
against them, our answer to Kurushu was a posi- 
tive “NO”, and Pearl Harbour was the result. 


It is a vicious circle. Some years ago Germany 
had 70,000 German military leaders in Russia 
training their armies. Now, look at the turn 
around. Another vicious circle. Trying to play 
such a game of the balance of power (often the 
nation that does it finds its power overbalanced) 
we find that at first we need a great navy, then 
a two ocean navy, and now a world defying navy. 
And from now on out it will be even more promi- 
nent in the air world. Such secret treaties and 
defensive methods led Woodrow Wilson to go to 
Paris with the hope that the unholy alliances of 
the nations could be revolved into the League of 
Nations. But the crux of the whole matter, was, 
who is to sign such treaties? Who was there to 
sign it that was not playing that very dark game, 
and who was willing to stop playing and come out 
in the open? Woodrow Wilson seemed to be the 
only real man there who stood clear of all such 
deceit. Thus the whole matter then, and so now, 
came to be a matter of character. Collective se- 
curity without character becomes, who will col- 
lect the most. The league did outlaw secret alli- 
ance, it could not legislate character, could not 
give it where it was not. For those years that 
followed the Open Door became the Closed Door, 
and the Open Door was the Back Door. 


Characterless men and nations arose and from 
them we got Tojo, Hitler, and Mussolini and oth- 
ers. That kind of world produced that kind of 
men. They were the result of such characterless 
peoples. It becomes our duty now to produce a 
world in which such as they cannot live, in which 
their health would completely fail. I compliment 
our own America with the belief that no Hitler 
could ever be produced here. 


Il. Our World War And 
Unrepentance. 


We are not at war because we or others have 
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done without food. It is not an economic war. We 
are not at war because of Hitler or Tojo. We are 
not at war because of ignorance. We are not at 
war because of the ‘“‘Have’’, and “Have Not,” idea. 
These things are serious but they are not basic. 
We are at war because of doing without God, and 
its effects have caught up with us, and you and 
I, wherever we are are a part of it. When our 
world (doing without God) breeds enough of its 
own products to create a pestilence we have a war. 
Just as germs uncontrolled breed disease; so 
‘characterless beings uncontrolled create the dis- 
ease of war. For ever so long a time society, like 
a sponge absorbs this poison, then it becomes 
saturated and falls to pieces. Unless we can offer 
this world something that is secure we stand to 
see the Devil’s everlasting offer accepted again. 


From another view we are unrepentant. We have 
all along thought only in terms of the world be- 
longing to the white man, though there are four 
colored to one white in it. With that sin firmly 
entrenched in their hearts the British went to the 
great Black Continent and took seven great areas 
from the black man; France too took seven rich 
areas, Belgium took three, and Spain and Portugal 
took theirs. And at the present time Africa is no 
more. Only one bit of the land of the blacks 
belongs to the blacks. Liberia only is theirs. One 
smart but disappointed chief said, “When the 
white man came here 25 years ago, he had the 
Bible as we had the land. Now that he has been 
here, these 25 years he has the land and we have 
the Bible.”” Another white man in Africa made 
the smart retort, “A lot goes down behind the 
back of God out here in Africa.’”’ Only recently 
Churchill when asked if Britain were going to 
give India her freedom answered, “How can she? 
Why of every ten Britishers two live on India.” 
One has said that the white man stepped outside 
the human race. I tell you he must come back to 
it, and come in the spirit of the Master, come with 
repentance and also with the land he has taken, 
the wealth he has gained, and give it back. An- 
other has said, “It has taken a long time to kill 
civilization but we have about used it up now.” 
Up to date God has been left out. The result is 
creeping up on us this very day. Now the divorce 
rate has gone to one in three in some states and 
authorities predict it will be one in two in ten 
years in some states. This is from doing without 
God. We must be religious or we will be ruined, 
and that religion must be the one and only true 
religion, Christianity. When did God allow a nation 
following Him to be defeated? But a nation can- 
not be great on sex-teasers, Sabbath-breakers, 
jelly-bean juke-boxers. It was Raymond Clapper 
who in 1942 was saying how low we had sunk 
politically who replied to opposition, ‘Maybe 
I was wrong, maybe what you hear in Congress 
isn’t 99 percent tripe, ignorance, demagoguery, 
Maybe its not more than 95 percent.” We cannot 
be a great people with this,—of 1000 white chil- 
dren, 440 will live to be 70 years old, of 1000 
negroes 250 will live to be 70; of 10,000 white 
births as compared with 10,000 negro births 500 
more whites will be living at 10 years, 1,200 more 
at 30 years, and 2,400 more at 50 years. And 
if we are willing to learn now and repent we must 
make our plans to cure such. 


But do we intend to repent and serve, do we 
have any such plans? Is there any place where 


men have seen their sins and are now making 
their lives all-out Christian lives? I tried this out 
recently in our town, West Point, Miss., I counted 
the cars at four of the town churches on Prayer 


. Meeting night and there were not fifteen. I came 


by the movie on the way to church and then went 
back by on the way home. There was a line up 
over half a block long as I went to prayer meeting 
and for the second show they. were lined up again 
to get seats. Possibly 700 people at the show, 
less than 60 at prayer meeting in four different 
churches. I see nothing on the horizon that would 
lead one to believe that we have learned a thin 
about repentance, or know the why of it all. Here 
is the great delusion, that we will have some of 
our political leaders from all the countries get to. 
gether and make treaties. They will not even have 
a single session opened with prayer, they will not 
once say that they are absolutely dependent on 
God. The Great Delusion, is that we will hate 
different people this time, we will rearrange our 
prejudices, and we will be friendly with new folk 
this time. A change of prejudices and their prop- 
erties but no repentance ourselves for our sins, 


III. Our Post-War Prodigy. 


One can see from this article that I have been 
reading some of the books just out on world 
problems etc. It took one famous writer of today 
176 pages to say: 1. The nuclear alliance must be 
consolidated and perpetuated. 2. Great powers 
must organize an order in which other peoples 
find their liberties are recognized. 3. The New 
Order must, not on sentiment, but on enlightened 
self-interest work together. The whole book never 
mentioned God, Christ, The Holy Spirit or the 
gospel once. Today 89 different committees are 
working on how to have a peaceful post-war world. 
They still use the same old worn out phrases. 
They have nothing for us, if they do not have God. 
And even then we must determine what we want 
from Him. 


Will there arise, from what we have now, a new 
world of peace and good will? Certainly allowing 
God in on the matter would not hurt, certainly 
we ought to consider it. We are making the fatal 
mistake of removing Him further and further as 
an active agent in our world. Entirely within the 
orbit of man we have moved and are determined 
to stay, great, great, great man. Thus we have as 
a Post-War Prodigy just plain old sinful man, yet 
he has it all fixed up (without character, without 
God,) to run a peaceful world. 


Conclusion 


We have gone as high as we can in ethics, in 
social and business life; and if we plan to go any 
higher we had better find something that goes 
higher. The only way we can take steps upward is 
with God. Our gods have been, internationally, 
false gods, and now we are getting exactly what 


false gods give man. 


An example of how it can be done, if we have 
the right God, if we have Christian character, 18 
seen on the United States- Canadian Border. For 
all the history of our two nations we have had 
peace on that 3,000-mile border. It is undefended 
and there are not, in this world of greed, any 
plans for a defence there. Why? Not certainly be 
cause there are no riches on either side. Where 
would you find as much to fight for, if the. fight 





Aug. 1945 





were for fortunes? Resources of every known 
quality and value. Here is a place for war, if war 
js economic. But see the difference between China 
and Russia, another 3,000-mile border. And who 
of us is not aware of the intrigue and bloodshed 
all along this border? God is not there and that 
is the vital difference. 


It is inborn in the American, who left the Old 
Country for freedom for all to believe in this 
good thing for all men. And so when we won the 
war with Spain and took Cuba and the Philip- 
pines we promised them freedom. Cuba got hers 
long ago and the Philippines are to get theirs next 
year, and they believe us. In the warp and woof 
of our beings is this belief. Where is there an- 
other nation like that on this earth? When did 
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Britain ever give back a land she had taken? 
When did France? When did Japan? The civili- 
zation of America is not good but it is the best 
available today. We have enough weaknesses to 
ruin the world; we have enough ideals, with God 
to save it. We have enough forests, factories, 
manhood,—we are great. Lets be great in char- 
acter, lets make all our alliances with God. The 
mighty realist says that all this idealism is un- 
practical. When we call for the Sermon on the 
Mount, he laughs us to scorn. I say to him, is 
what man has done up till now practical? Is the 
carnage of the ages better than the way of 
Christ? Is man wihout God better than man with 
Almighty God? 


*West Point, Miss. 


A Question Of Prayer 


By Rev. John W. Currie* 


Ask, and it shall be given you. Matthew 7:7. 
If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it. 
John 14:14. 


The supplication of a righteous man availeth much 
in its working. James 5:16b. 


Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 
that ye may consume it in your own lusts. 
James 4:3. 


The Bible is the only source of authentic infor- 
mation about prayer. I think we can observe at 
this time what appears to be a mild revival in the 
practical interest in prayer; and we turn to the 
Bible for proper and adequate instruction about 
how to pray, and what results, if any, by means 
of its lawful practice. 


Let us beware of the pagan delusion, and be 
assured that the soldier’s uniform and the dangers 
of battle have no power to convert or regenerate 
the human spirit. Only the creative power of God 
can do that. The saying that there are no atheists 
in fox-holes is a mere euphemism diplomatically 
referring to the fact that the men in these places 
have sense enough to recognize danger as well as 
their own limitations in coping with it, and their 
instinctive call for help and protection. ‘Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord ... ” 
Matt. 7:21. Generally speaking: the presence of a 
cat elicits from the mockingbird a cry for help in 
behalf of her young. The atheist in the fox-hole 
prays, perhaps; and if he has time, he may even 
punctuate his expressions with a little profanity; 
and whether the prayer is heard, nobody knows 
but God. The bleat of the lost sheep, the howl of 
the dog, belong, if we mistake not, to the uni- 
versal language of petition for help. The Chris- 
tian’s prayer is essentially different in that it is 
addressed to the true God in whom he trusts as 
the only possible source of help in the matter of 
his greatest need, rescue from the guilt and power 
of sin. That being settled, he can, and probably 
oes, anticipate the minor fears and dangers in- 


cident to all emergencies, including those of 
battle. 


. Reference to prayer is not uncommon now, and 
It seems to be somewhat more dissociated with 


levity. Be that as it may, there is evidence that 
Christian people are turning to God with more 
specific desires connected with the safety of ab- 
sent members of their families. Doubtless un- 
counted thousands of petitions have been made 
and addressed to “Our Father, who art in heaven,” 


.for a good providence to arrange for the safety of 


our kinsmen until the turning of their feet home 
again. Also that they may come soon, in health of 
body, in the full use of their minds, and with a 
simple trust in God that no power can take away 
from them. 


Thousands of such prayers will surely be an- 
swered. But some will be, have already been, de- 
nied, or deferred. The disappointment is a shock 
that hurts. Of course it hurts. And the whole 
human family is heir to similar heartaches. You 
have seen them, those unbroken and very clannish 
families disturbed by some eventuality. They have 
tried, prayed, and are disappointed. 


‘Now prayer, properly so called, is more than an 
instinctive cry for help. The distress call of 
mother bird for protection of her young is not 
definitely addressed to a friendly person of re- 
cognized unlimited power, who is also known to 
have promised to hear her cries. For, although not 
one of them falls to the ground without His 
knowledge (Matt. 10:29), He has not revealed 
Himself to her. In like manner unbelievers, and 
perhaps some improperly informed believers ad- 
dress their petitions to false gods which have no 
power to hear, or to help. There is one God only, 
the ever living and true God; and it is not merely 
futile, but morally wrong, to address any other. 
It is of the utmost importance that we have 
proper and adequate knowledge about prayer. 
Such knowledge does not come by chance. In 
order to get it in its true perspective, one must 
stand firmly on the platform of Christianity de- 
fined as a body of knowledge whose central and 
regulative principle is a Person, Christ. The ir- 
reducible minimum of facts constituting this body 
of knowledge may be isolated for inspection and 
review as follows: 


First; The existence of a sovereign personal 
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God of unlimited power and wisdom, whose char- 
acter is of unchangeable moral perfection, who is 
the Creator, Preserver and rightful Governor of 
all things. Prayer must be addressed to Him alone. 


Second: The Scriptures, being the divinely in- 
spired word of God, are as inerrantly true, in 
whole and in part, as the moral perfection of His 
character. 


Third: Sin creates a problem in the Bible nar- 
rative. It is the problem of how God can be just 
and also the justifier of the ungodly. It is de- 
flating to our delusions of grandeur and self- 
assumed importance to know that the problem of 
sin is not merely a question of how I may escape 
its consequences, but a problem that involves con- 
ceivable conflict between two unchangeable attri- 
butes of God. Remember He is infinitely just. 
And His loving kindness endureth forever. But 
Justice demands that sin be punished with capital 
pain. Sin is a thrust at the integrity of God. Un- 
belief is an attack directed at the truthfulness of 
God. The solution of the problem of sin is in 
the plan of redemption whose history is the theme 
of the Bible. 


Fourth: The deity of Christ, the Redeemer. 
Sin must be punished. The obviously right course 
is to visit the punishment on the guilty sinner. 
But God was pleased to invoke a righteous princi- 
ple of representation, and to send His Son to suffer 
the punishment. See Jno. 1:1—. 


Fifth: The virgin birth of Christ. To that 
popular preacher who admits that, since he is an 
educated man, he cannot permit any one to push 
this doctrine down his throat we reply: first, that 
he may have sufficient “education” but not enough 
learning to be a safe leader of immortal minds. 
Second, that so far as we know, no one is trying 
to push anything down his throat, we are merely 
quoting the teachings of a Book which he admittedly 
does not believe. We admit noticing the fact that 
he evidently enjoys the prestige and perhaps the 
emoluments of a powerful “church” and stands 
in its pulpit to belittle its doctrines. Moreover, 
no one would argue that it is not a “biological 
impossibility”. For by the same token, “thy sins be 
forgiven thee’, spoken by a mere human person, 
is a legal invalidity. The Bible teaches this fact. 


Fifth: Christ is our substitute. In the wilderness, 
he was tempted and kept the law for us. On the 
cross, He suffered the penalty of the law for us. 
In our behalf, he went unto and came from under 
the power of death. He ascended out of our 
sight for a period, the period that now is, to go 
into session in the open court of heaven as our 
representatives, our advocate, our lawyer. Each 
of us had a hard case before that bar; charged 
with sin and rebellion against God; and Jesus, our 
advocate entered for us a plea of guilty, knowing 
full well that the penalty is death; and the sentence 
is pronounced. “But he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God”. 
Jno. 3:18. But for those who believed in His name, 
He asks for full pardon on the ground that He, 
Himself, has suffered the penalty. “There is, there- 
fore, now no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus ... ’” Rom. 1:1. And: 


“We see not yet all things put under Him; 


but we see Jesus who was for a little while 
lower than the angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory and honor; that 
He, by the grace of God, should taste death 
for every man.” Heb. 2:9. 

“These things I write unto you, that ye 
sin not. But (even) if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, even Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and He is the propitia- 
tion for our sins ... ” I John 2:1-2. 


Sixth: The final plank in the platform of Chris. 
tianity is the fact that He, our Lord, is coming 
back to earth again. We know, because, and only 
because, He said so. This time, He will not come 
in the capacity of the Lord’s suffering servant, 
nor to do hard tasks of the Saviour of the World; 
but He comes in His own right as the Judge of 
the living and the dead. No, I do not know when 
He will arrive, and neither do you. We can only 
know as much as He tells. He did say, near the 
end of the Book: “Yea, I come quickly.” Rey, 
22:20. A thousand years, in His sight, are but as 
yesterday, and as a watch in the night. Mature 
Christians who are longing for a permanent home 
that hath foundations, believe the promise that is 
sworn to and subscribed, “Amen”; and join in 
the echo of John’s words: “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” 


It is not a bad plan, in these times of threat- 
ened shocks and disappointments and insecurity, 
to keep the mind fixed on the truth of Chris 
tianity, its sure promises and hopes of better 
things yet to be. Mankind needs an anchorage, 
something in which he can with safety trust, 
something he can look forward to with certainty. 
The Bible is full of promises to satisfy all right 
desires. Its invitation to ask for what we want is 
sincere. Our texts may serve well to focus our at- 
tention upon this major blessing purchased by our 
Lord, the right of petition through Him. These 
and other texts in their connections justify the 
following good and necessary inferences: 


Man’s desires and needs are greater by far than 
his ability to satisfy. 


The Power of the sovereign God to supply all 
our needs is unlimited. 


He is under no necessity, but is pleased to 
satisfy every right desire when we ask Him. 


It is His wisdom and right to judge whether our 
desires are right and our needs real. And even if 
the desire is right in itself, and if the need is 
urgent, the creature has no coercive claims upon 
the Creator. He is sovereign. We desire or need 
something for what? for the coming of the glory 
of His kingdom, or for consumption upon our own 
pleasures? Whose will has priority, the will of 
the subject, or the will of the sovereign? 


There is a right manner and attitude of mind 
to be observed in making our petitions. They are 
to be made in the name of Christ. They are to be 
made subject to His pleasure. Even our Lord said: 
“Nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.” In 
the Lord’s model prayer, we are taught to say: 
Thy will be done... 


Our attitude in the event of unanswered 
prayers ought to be that of submission to 
will, deference to His better judgment and 
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plan. Full acknowledgement of His right to do 
His pleasure is always in order. 


A look at some of the great needs of mankind 
in connection with some of-the prayers of record 
may be helpful. 


For his own welfare and comfort, one can im- 
agine no greater need than that a man be set free 
from the power and consequences of sin. All are 
sinners, and some are so deeply involved in sin as 
to be unaware of its ugliness and guilt, or of the 
pain it causes for others, including our Lord. Man 
needs to be convicted of sin, and our Lord does 
that for him, if it is ever done, by His word and 
Spirit. When a man is really conscious of guilt 
and of his own inability to help himself, then, he 
is ready to believe, and to listen to the invitation 
to pray for pardon. Attention is called to such a 
prayer of record in the Fifty-first Psalm. It is a 
prayer for pardon and freedom from the power 
and consequences of a particular sin. It is evi- 
dently a true confession, the expression of true 
repentance and faith, from a sense of the true 
nature of the unspeakable ugliness of the sin. He 
had been made fully aware of the exceeding sin- 
fulness of his sin. 


The history of that particular sin of David is 
recorded in II Sam. Chap. 11 and 12. His con- 
viction is of record at 12:7-23, and the statement 
about the answer to his prayer is at 12:13. Read 
the whole narrative, and let Him that is without 
fault cast the first stone. One little comment in 
my words: The sin is against God alone. Psalm 
51:4. The wrong, or crime, is against Uriah and 
his family. But there is no word of reference to 
Uriah in the prayer. David’s prayer was answered. 
But Uriah remains dead and his family broken. 
Sin issues in pain to others. 


As a further comment on the need for a lively 
conviction of sin, attention is called to a series of 
prayers of David recorded as a part of the narra- 
tive in I Chron. 21, and in II Sam. 24. These 
three prayers show improvement in quality and 
attitude according to the advancement in depth 
of conviction of his sin. 


In a moment of pride on account of victory 
and success he had caused his soldiers to be num- 
bered; and this was against the known will of God. 
When the seer spoke to him about it: “He said 
unto God, I have sinned greatly ... But now, I 
beseech thee: do away with the iniquity of thy 
servant; for I have done very foolishly.” 21:8. It 
was silly to ask that a sin be “done away” on the 
ground that it was foolish. All sin is more than 
foolish, He was not answered; but assured that 
his sin must be punished, and given his choice of 
penalty, he prayed: “ ... Let me fall now into 
the hands of God, for very great are His mercies: 
but let me not fall into the hand of man.” This 
prayer shows an inadequate sense of his guilt but 
expresses confidence in the mercy of God. It is 
only when he sees the force of the penalty reach- 
ing out to hurt others, that he is impressed by the 
bower and guilt of his sin. His prayer is: Let 
Thine hand, O Lord my God, be on me, and on 
my father’s house; but not on thy people ... ” 
I think this prayer was answered in full at Cal- 


>So 


vary, when the chief person in David’s line, suffer- 
ed under the hand that laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all. But there was a lapse of time in be- 
tween. 


We have need of patience. We might ask for it 
along with other askings. Unregenerate human 
nature wants what it wants now. But Christian 
people ought to be willing to wait until it pleases 
Him to grant our requests. Waiting may be a 
practical way of expressing confidence in Him. 


Moses asked to be permitted to go over Jordan 
to see that good land of promise, and was firmly 
refused. Deut. 3:25. If we think of his presence in 
the mount of transfiguration as a substitute for 
what he wanted, perhaps Moses himself would 
agree that it was worth waiting for. 


The things our Lord asked for in behalf of His 
people, John 17, are revealing. He prays not for 
the world, but for His people. He asks that they 
be kept from the evil one; that they be sanctified; 
that they be made one, like Him; that they be 
with Him where He is; that God the Father love 
them as He had always loved His own Son. These 
petitions are granted to every Christian. 


The all-comprehending need of humanity is 
Christianity. He that spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him give us all things. The alternatives: Christi- 
anity or death. If a Christian, you have among 
other blessings the right to pray for what you 
want, and the grace to trust and be submissive to 
His Will for the results. “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose.” Rom. 8:22. 


*Monroe, La. 
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The following folders are available at 15 cents 
per dozen or $1.00 per hundred postpaid: “Spar- 
row - Soldier - Sailor,” by Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, 
D.D.; “Child Training,” by Rev. J. Kenton Par- 
ker; “Calvinistic Complexion,” by Rev. Robert F. 
Gribble, D.D.; “The Bible - A Christian - And 
War,” by Tom Glasgow; “He Descended Into 
Hell,” by Rev. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D.; “The In- 
tolerance Of Jesus,”” by Rev. S. McP. Glasgow, 
D.D.; “Experiences In Soul Winning,” by Rev. 
Melton Clark, D.D. The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


————> 2 ao 


The following booklets, art covers, are 
available at 5 cents each, 50 cents per dozen or 
$4.00 per hundred postpaid: “The Easter Sermon 
Preached At Warm Springs In The Last Service 
Attended By Our Late Commander-In-Chief, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,” by Rev. Wm. C. Rob- 
inson, D.D.; “The Death We Face,” by Rev. John 
R. Richardson, D.D.; “The Faith Of A Soldier” 
(Fourth Printing), by Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, 
D.D.; “The Verbal Inspiration Of The Scriptures,” 
by Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.; “Our Distinctive 
Presbyterian Emphasis,” by Rev. John R. Rich- 
ardson, D.D. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
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“My Pastor” 


By Preson P. Phillips* 


I Believe that my Church should careuflly se- 
lect the man who is to lead and teach them. They 
should be sure that he is properly prepared for 
this important task—that he has proper education 
and background—but more important—that he is 
spiritually prepared for the task by having lived 
close to God. He should be a man who loves God 
with all his heart—a man who is willing to be led 
by the Holy Spirit—and a man who believes that 
the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God—and 
that the Word of God is the only rule to direct us 
how we may glorify and enjoy Him. 


I Believe that when we have selected our leader, 
we should give him our full confidence and trust. 
We should have complete faith in him and believe 
that he will continue to live close to God and be 
led by the Holy Spirit. We should not listen to or 
believe hearsay or gossip about him—or try to 
judge him, his actions, or his messages—unless we 
are sure that we are living closer to God than he 
is—and that our knowledge comes from what we 
see or hear ourselves. Rumors and gossip can kill 
any Christian Spirit that may be in a church. Our 
pastor should have the privilege of bringing to us 
any message that he feels led of God to bring— 
and we should have open hearts and minds to re- 
ceive his messages and use them for the enrich- 
ment of our daily lives. 


I Believe that my pastor has the right to expect 
me to attend all the services of the church—unless 
prevented by sickness—or unless I have a reason 
for my absence that will be acceptable to my own 
conscience and that I am sure will be acceptable 
to my God. Unless I do attend all services and lis- 
ten to all messages brought by my Pastor—I am 
in no position to even know what he is trying to 
teach—and certainly not to pass judgement on his 
messages. 


I Believe that the word of God, as contained in 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, is 
the only rule to direct us how to glorify and enjov 
God. I believe that messages brought to us by our 
pastor, should and must be messages that are con- 
tained in the scriptures—otherwise they are not 
from God; and the pastor is not being led of God 
when he delivers them. 


I Believe that my pastor should preach the 
whole word of God—the parts that I do not like 
to hear as well as the parts that I love. We should 
be told the penalties that God has provided for 
those who disobey him, as well as the joys he 
promises to those who love and serve him. When 
led by the Holy Spirit—he should preach the 
whole word of God—even though his entire con- 
gregation tells him by word and action that they 
do not want to hear the parts that they do not 
personally like. When he is unwilling to preach 
the whole word of God, as found in the Holy 
Scriptures, he loses my confidence and my faith 
in him as a leader. 


I Believe that my pastor should be certain that 
I am familiar with the Word of God and with the 
teachings and life of Jesus Christ, before he tries 


to lead me into other pastures. I must be a true 
Christian—I must love God with all my heart 
soul and mind, and my neighbor as myself; be. 
fore I can understand many of the problems that 
confront the world and my neighbor; and before 
I am ready to help solve them as Jesus would 
want them solved. I believe that if I am a true 
Christian—believing the whole word of God— 
knowing what is required of me by that Word; 
the social and moral problems of the world will be 
very real to me; and I will want to do my part in 
helping to solve them. Until I am a true Chris. 
tian; I will endeavor to make God’s will conform 
to my wishes and desires—and will very selfishly 
give first consideration to myself—my family— 
my business—or even my local church. 


I Believe that my pastor is an employee of my 
Church—and that my Church has a right to ex- 
pect him to devote all of his efforts to its welfare. 
He is entitled to time for rest and recreation, and 
to proper vacations as agreed on by him and the 
Church—but beyond this I do not believe that he 
should dispense with any of the usual meetings of 
the Church; leave the city for any purpose; or 
engage in any outside work that will require time 
that might be devoted to his own Church—without 
specific permission from the session. I do not be- 
lieve that he should request this permission unless 
he can satisfy his own conscience and the session 
that such outside work will not take time and 
energy to which the Church is entitled. I believe 
that it is his duty as a representative of Jesus 
Christ to minister to his congregation as Jesus 
would have ministered—to visit them both in 
sickness and in health—to consult with them on 
their spiritual and moral problems—and to help 
each member of his congregation to find Jesus 
Christ and the abundant life defined in the Holy 
Scriptures. 


I Believe that when the pastor has the permis- 
sion of the session to be absent from his pulpit or 
any other meeting of the Church; that the session 
should recognize the fact that the substitute pro- 
vided is invited by them to fill the pulpit; and 
they should in no way hold the pastor responsible 
for the teachings of such substitute. If members 
of the congregation are of the opinion that the 
messages delivered by the substitute are not in 
accordance with the teachings of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; they should bring their objections to the 
attention of the session. If the session agrees Wi 
these objections; this substitute should not again 
be invited to bring a message to our Church until 
he has fully satisfied the session that he intends to 
preach the Word of God as found in the Holy 
Scriptures. 


I Believe that God has his own plan prepared 
for the redemption of the world. That this plan 
has not and will not be revealed in its entirety t 
any one man—preacher or layman. Parts of 
plan will be revealed from time to time to those 
who diligently study his word and live close t 
Him—in thought—in word—and in deed. Unless 
I live close enough to him to be led by him— 
my thoughts and my ideas are my own—and. it is 
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very probable that God’s ideas and plans are en- 
tirely different—I should recognize this fact and 
not present my ideas as coming from God—unless 
they are definitely stated in the scriptures. I be- 
lieve that it is possible for God to use all kinds of 
people in working out his plan—the rich—the 
poor—the sick—the well—the Christian—the hy- 
pocrite and even the agnostic and the unbeliever— 
and certainly I should not attempt to tell God who 
he should use or how he should use them. 


1 Believe that God moves in mysterious ways— 
ways not understandable to mortal man—his mys- 
teries to perform; and that we will not understand 
these ways until we join him and are able to see 
his plan as a whole. It is impossible for mortal 
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man to understand the purposes and plans of an 
immortal God. It is impossible for mortal man to 
change the plans and purposes of an immortal 
God. It is possible for mortal man to have faith 
in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ—to have 
hope in the promises made to us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures—and to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, soul and mind—and our neighbors as our- 
self. When we learn to do this—things of the flesh 
will give us little trouble—because God will be 
with us—and the Holy Spirit our guide and com- 
forter. We will then be Christians—real children 
of God—and ready for him to reveal his will to us. 


*Durham, N. C. 


Evangelism 


By Rev. Thos. K. Young, D.D.° 


In the tradition of our Church the moderator 
wishes from time to time to make certain interpre- 
tive declarations touching actions taken and 
emphasized during the last General Assembly. 
This first appeal concerns a revitalizing of our 
evangelizing passion. Or, has our Church ever 
enjoyed a period of singular devotion to evan- 
gelism comparable to the duty and glory of the 
task? 


Can the Church overstate the glory of an enter- 
prise that has nestled from eternity against the 
heart of God? It was that merciful determination 
that gave birth to dreams, became the molding 
foree of providences and was worked out in a 
national pattern of ceremonies and _ sacrifices 
symbolic of redemption. And that divine yearning 
moved on a cosmic scale that condescended to 
force a proud and prejudiced prophet to preach 
salvation through repentance to blind and perish- 
ing Ninevah. It was the urge behind the incar- 
nation, the vicarious death, the resurrection and 
the reigning of Christ over His Church in whose 
interest He levies upon the universe. 


Can one overstate the importance of a business 
in which every saved person is commanded to 
share? Our eminent privilege is to witness to 
the glory of Christ’s grace. And the chief re- 
sponsibility we have as corporate groups is to see 
that the Gospel reaches the ends of the world as an 
evangelizing ministry that looks toward bringing 
every possible lost man to God. 


Just now our enthusiasm should outreach its 
most healthful normal interest, and become a 
veritable crusade. Other groups are working to 
reestablish our shattered world along economic 
and social and cultural and political lines. The 
chief tragedy of mankind is spiritual. Its order 
must wait a spirit distinguished by forgiveness, 
fraternity and manly cooperation. The Church 
holds the key to all such achievements. And after 
all possible good is done through trade and treaty, 
court and conference true peace and security will 
exist only in so far as the Christian philosophy is 
observed as the organic basis of international re- 
lationship. Nothing is more obvious than that if 
every believer were dedicated to soul winning 
and church evangelism the immediately needed 


task could be not too well done. 


We should strike our tents for a fresh advance 
right now also because our sister evangelical 
Churches are on the march. It is the focal con- 
sideration of not a few. And the movement is 
spreading. Great goals have been set. Elaborate 
plans for reaching the unsaved are being formu- 
lated. Leaders are striving to kindle fires upon 
the heart altars of all kinds of units to make it 
permeate down through the entire life of the 


- denomination. Above and beyond any other in- 


terest we should be a soul-saving Church burning 
with fervor of the apostolic Church whose soul 
was aglow with love for the unredeemed. Before 
our eyes this fire is spreading and a new measure 
of thought is being given that suggests the sover- 
eign presence ef God. Could this new movement 
be the going of God in the tops of the mulberry 
trees to smite the foes of the kingdom? If so, 
this is the day of the Church’s visitation to recover 
what is salvable of our horribly devastated world, 
and to capitalize the acknowledged futility of men 
seeking a Christian destiny by any other means 
than the Gospel and the grace of God. 


And indeed, we have already put ourselves on 
the front page as committed to a program calling 
for general and vital devotion. We have not exalt- 
ed face-saving like our oriental brethren. But, 
after all, shame must follow failure to try sin- 
cerely to accomplish what was seriously and sober- 
ly undertaken by our General Assembly. The 
normal annual increase by profession has ranged 
from eighteen to twefty-two thousand. We have 
all believed that an unworthily small number. Not 
in our most justifying moments have we been able 
to take pride in that record. With that conscious- 
ness the Assembly accepted the number it deemed 
decent and practicable, and sent down to the 
Churches a realistic appeal to busy itself in prayer 
and witnessing that one new soul might be saved 
for at least every ten resident members. 


By every law of duty and influence and desire 
we should gear our church programs to that funda- 
mental undertaking. With diligence we can fully 
succeed. We have registered our determination. 
The world knows our goal. And our respect be- 
fore a realistic world as well as our self-respect 
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will be appraised in terms of our overall effort, 
if not our actual receipt by professed believers. 


But success is not possible by a continuance 
of our past diligence. Just one among many has 
a reputation for ceaseless soulwinning. And that 
goes for ministers and members alike. As never 
before we ministers must make evangelism our 
major emphasis in public utterance and private 
visitation. Our intelligent and widely identified 
lay folk must develope the soul-winner’s yearning 
and speak to neighbors and acquaintances as 
earnestly as they sell their business and as naturally 
as a bird sings its morning song. May it not be 
that God will not give us great ingathering until, 
like Paul, ready to die for Israel, and John Knox 
for Scotland, we have made this holy business our 
first life concern? 


But even zeal will not suffice. The task re- 
quires study and planning and orderly prose- 
cution by local churches. Unless we begin im- 
mediately and persevere till the end of next March 
we shall not reach our goal. This is no flash in 
the pan undertaking, but a getting into stride 
upon the vastest and most permanent phase of 


our Christian duty. The man who expects a great 
year in business or banking tries to make each 
month prosperous. Likewise, if we allow spring 
and summer to lag we shall write partial failure 
after our record. And that failure will be due to 
spasmodic interest in a task that ought to be as 
constant as the passing of days. 


We can place the blame on no other fact. Oppor- 
tunity is universal. Fields are white to the harvest, 
More than half of our neighbors and the strangers 
we contact are not professing Christians. Millions 
are hungry-hearted for our love and the demon- 
stration of it that offers them Jesus Christ. 
Possessed of that love and evident trust in Christ 
our pleading will melt down the hostility of every 
type and bring not a few to an eager acceptance 
of our wonderful Saviour. 


The last Assembly set before itself no nobler 
goal. The bringing of fifty thousand souls to 
Christ will mark the richest single accomplish- 
ment for its own honor and the glory of God with- 
in any year of its history. 


*Moderator of General Assembly. 





The Fifty Thousand Goal In Evangelism 


By H. H. Thompson, D.D. 
Director* 


The General Assembly at its recent meeting 
set a goal of fifty thousand people for Christ 
and the Church this year. The suggestion for that 
goal came from the Director of Evangelism, the 
hearty reaction to the suggestion and the adoption 
of the goal came from the floor of the Assembly. 
This goal means approximately one person added 
to the church on confession of faith for every ten 
members now in the church; it means doubling 
the greatest number ever received in any year of 
the church’s history. But why not set such a goal, 
and undertake with all possible earnestness to 
reach it? Within most of us there is a conviction 
that in these days of destiny we should be serving 
the Lord with a faithfulness and an enthusiasm 
far beyond what we are now manifesting. 


Setting worthy goals is a practice in many 
fields of successful endeavor. Alert business men 
take inventory in order to know the progress their 
business is making and to determine wisely new 
undertakings for the year. Insurance companies 
offer competitive prizes to boost the number of 
policies written. The selling of war bonds is stimu- 
lated by the assignment of high quotas to rival 
communities. Even the inducting of men into the 
military service of their country has been spurred 
on by the announcing of goals. Isn’t it fitting, 
to challenge ourselves as Christians to aim higher 
in the most significant and urgent business ever 
committed to man? 


In his new book, “A Source Book of Spiritual 
Life and Evangelism,” Dr. H. H. Sweets has a 
quotation which impressively sums up the teach- 
ings of the Gospel concerning human character 
and destiny: “Our Gospel clearly proclaims that 


man is a sinner and needs to be saved; that God 
wants to save him and has lovingly provided for 
his salvation in Christ Jesus; that the soul of 
man is immortal and of greater value than we can 
conceive; that man may be eternally lost or 
eternally saved; that the question of salvation must 
be settled here and now; that apart from Christ 
there is no hope; that he who is saved by Christ 
and kept by Christ is the heir of life, life ever- 
lasting, life increasingly abundant. “In the light 
of these solemn teachings we dare not be at ease 
in Zion, we dare seek to “do our utmost for the 
Highest.” 


Surely none will be disposed to say that by 
setting a goal we are limiting the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It seems hardly consistent to think 
so when the suggested goal is twice the number 
of people won in the church’s best year, and two 
and a half times the number received into the 
church last year. The spirit sponsoring the high 
goal is for expansion rather than limitation. Be- 
sides, the recording of the thousands won to Christ 
by the New Testament Church indicates that the 
Lord was pleased when both the plans of expec- 
tation and the harvest were large. 


Another consideration before we decide the 
goal is too high. In our denomination there are 
2,500 ministers, 19,000 elders, 21,000 deacons, 
29,000 Sunday School officers and teachers, 2,600 
Woman’s Auxiliaries with their leadership. If 
every two of these in places of leadership were 
to win one soul to Christ during the year—# 
rather modest expectation for people who long to 
see souls saved—there would be few for the other 
half million members to win in order to 
the goal of fifty thousand. Break the number 
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down for the local church and with every two in 
official places winning one there will be a small 
number needed for the attaining of the church’s 
goal. 


A practical reason for setting a high and defi- 
nite goal is that we may be led to think of the 
Church’s highest privilege and solemn responsi- 
bility in terms of our own local church. Many 
church members haven’t the least idea how many 
people accepted Christ in their church last year. 
We wonder what percent of the membership in the 
1,300 churches reporting no accessions on pro- 
fession of faith last year know the poor record 
of their church. How well then for the pastor to 
talk with his official board, then with the congre- 
gation, about their quota on the basis of one won 
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to Christ for every ten members, following this 
with praying, and planning, and working to reach 
a more worthy goal for the glory of God. 


After all our chief purpose is to glorify the 
name of our God in winning souls to Him. Our 
chief task has to do with the question of life 
and death. In the light of what is involved cannot 
we hear God calling to us in the words of Isaiah. 
“lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes,” 
Or as Carey voiced it, “Attempt great things for 
God, expect great things from God.” Let the goal 
of fifty thousand for Christ and His Church be a 
call and a challenge from Him who is the great 
Head of the Church! 


*Jackson, Miss. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 


August 1945 
Circle Meeting: Topic, “Say So.” To Whom Should 
I Speak? 
Auxiliary Meeting: Topic, “Let’s Face It Now!” 
Wartime Services. 
Activities directed by the local church in the com- 
munity. 


OUTPOST PAY 


In the last twenty years there has been a great 
deal of thought, effort and prayer put into the 
outpost work of the churches of our Southern 
Assembly. It is indeed a cause for wonder when a 
congregation does not have one or more missions, 
for the opportunities are facing us everywhere. 


In the last month we have visited several out- 
posts, each one serving a different class of people 
and were encouraged, yea, more than that, were 
thrilled at what we saw with our eyes and heard 
with our ears. 


We have had this objective of chapel or outpost 
work presented in many ways to our Auxiliaries 
in the past and a large number of our women 
have been used by the Holy Spirit to start Sunday 


Schools, Chapels, and carry on Vacation Bible 
Schools. 


Many discouragements come and is it not be- 
cause we take our eyes off our Lord and His many 
promises to those who are faithful? We are im- 
patient to see the fruitage of our labors and are 
not entirely contented to obey the command to 
“go teach” and leave the results to Him. It is a 
real joy though when we are permitted to see the 
Power of Christ working in the hearts of people, 
and this experience gives us a new determination 
to continue and not grow weary. 


_ We wish we could give you a pen picture of a 
little mountain schoolhouse in a section where 
most of the men are miners and whose children 
have been attending this summer a Daily Vacation 
Bible School for the first time. 


We drove up one night the twelve miles from 
the nearest Presbyterian Church to the closing of 
the Bible School which had been going on for two 
weeks, and listened to the most interesting pro- 
gramme we ever heard. 


The definite objective of all the teaching had 
been to give the plan of salvation so plainly that 
every child from the youngest to the oldest could 
Scripturally give it to others. 


Beginning with the wee tots, the questions were 
answered with the exact word of God and as these 
same questions were asked to the older groups, 
the Scripture quotations became longer, but not 
one child faltered. They knew what the Word said 
about the sinful state of the natural man, and 
how to pass from that to salvation—any of these 
children will be able to lead a lost soul to Christ 
= to give a reason of the hope that is within 
them. 


This did not just happen, but it is a story of 
the faithfulness of one or two. That is what we 
want to understand and remember. 


An elder in the Church twelve miles away had 
been going out to this section with his wife and a 
young woman, and holding a Sunday School in a 
miners’ union hall for three years. They have vis- 
ited the families and have really come to know 
them. Others became interested to the extent of 
providing a Bible teacher one day a week for the 
day school, and this teacher led in making the 
Daily Vacation Bible School possible. 


The climax to this three years’ work is that a 
beautiful lot has been given and a chapel will be 
built as soon as materials can be had. It will be 
shepherded by the Presbyterian Church twelve 
miles away. 


This work has attracted little attention, but it 
has been accomplished by Grace through the 
vision, faithfulness and perseverance of a few 
people. Is it not always so? Is there a section close 
by which is a challenge to you? If there is, we beg 
you not to delay, but make a start. 


We later visited another outpost of a large city 
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church serving an entirely different group, but 
the same Gospel was given. These people work in 
the city and get good wages, but we do not be- 
lieve they would have joined any of the downtown 
churches. They would have drifted away and their 
children would have become pagan as thousands 
in other parts of our city are becoming. 


On this occasion we had the programme for the 
Woman’s Circle, twenty-four in attendance, and 
we heard the report of the Bible Study for the 
month with fourteen having studied their lesson 
and seven reading the Word every day, as we lis- 
tened to them talking of their young people who 
were at that momei.t attending a church young 
people’s meeting and telling us that their young 
children just loved Sunday School, we said to our- 
selves, “This did not just happen.” 


We then recalled how one faithful woman had 
visited the homes in this section for twenty years 
(for this mission is older than that). We also re- 
membered others had left their own Sunday 
Schools which they enjoyed and had come down to 
this mission to teach, and here was the reward, a 
group of happy Christian people, rearing their 
children in the Word of God. 


It pays, though the going is often discouraging. 
The starting is in a thousand ways hindered by 
the devil, but let us remember that our Lord said: 
“Look upon the field it is white unto the harvest.” 
But we know that looking without definite action 
and sacrifice does not bring results. 

~~ _— + 
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A Growing Movement 
Bible Teaching In Our 

Public Schools 
In a “Gallup Poll” on the Bible conducted some 
months ago by the American Bible Society, it was 
found that more than one-half the young people 
interviewed had not opened the Bible within the 
past year. There is a growing awareness on the 
part of Christian adults that homes are neglecting 
the religious instruction of children; that Sunday 
Schools, reaching only a small percent of the na- 
tion’s youths, have limited opportunity for Bible 
teaching—about thirty minutes a week; and that 
vacation Bible schools, which do a good job sup- 
plementing Sunday schoo] instruction, reach only 
a very small percent of the children in the church 
community. Therefore, the subject of Bible teach- 
ing in the public schools is receiving much con- 

sideration throughout the nation. 


The movement is being given special] attention 
by the women of our Church who are concerned 
for the spiritual and moral welfare of young peo- 
ple. Progress is being made in various places 
across the Assembly as revealed by the following 
excerpts from reports of Secretaries of Spiritual 
Life and Evangelism: 


“There is a great deal of interest in the Bible 
being taught in the public schools and .. . there 


has been a decided step forward in this part of. 


our work.” 


“There is a growing interest in the teaching of 
the Bible in our public schools. More schools have 
included the Bible in their curriculum and Aux- 
iliaries have made contributions to the support of 
this work.” 
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“Some Auxiliaries are actually co-operating ip 
providing teachers of Bible in the public schools, 
and others are at work for the enlargement of 
this cause . . . What a blessed privilege we are 
neglecting when we fail to give our interest and 
support to this great cause!’ 


In one Presbytery seven Auxiliaries report that 
this year for the first time the Bible is being 
taught in their public schools. 


Four Secretaries from another Presbytery re. 
port that they have worked definitely toward the 
goal of having Bible taught in their schools and 
two of these have been successful in their efforts 
so that the Bible will be taught in their schools 
next year. 


A Variety Of Plans Used 


There is a wide variety in the plans used in 
getting Bible in the Public School Curriculum. In 
some places regular credit courses are financed 
by all the churches of the community. In others 
the Bible is taught by some teachers employed for 
the purpose of teaching Bible from the first grade 
through High School, the salary being paid by 
private subscriptions. 


In other places ministers of the town hold 
classes for thirty minutes or more, once or twice 
a week and pupils are given the time to attend 
the class of their choice and are given credit for 
the work. 


In others selected individuals of the community 
who are prepared and willing to do so, teach the 
Bible classes, attendance is voluntary and year by 
year there is evidence*of growing interest on the 
= of the pupils who attend in increasing nun- 

ers. 


Testimonies To Results 
A Judge of the Supreme Court in one city stated 
he was delighted with the results of the instruc- 
tion. 


A Minister stated that a greater interest is 
shown in the churches and Sunday Schools by 
those pupils who are taking the courses . . . we 
are reaching hundreds of pupils heretofore not 
reached by any Sunday School or church. 


A City Superintendent wrote, “I feel justified 
in saying that this cooperative action has caused 
the greatest awakening in the spread of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ that this state has felt within 
the generation.” The program is now on a work- 
able basis . . . and looks like a permanent part 
of the training of our youth.” 


Press On 

So far so good, but the goal is yet before us: 
Bible instruction in all our public schools as a 
permanent part of the training of our youth. This 
movement deserves our continuing interest, pray- 
ers, work, support, that the youth of our nation 
may know the Truth of God’s Word, and may 
come to say as did David, “Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart that I might not sin against thee.” 

> 4B 2 


The 1945 Assembly Recommendations 
Regarding Evangelism 
That in view of the millions of unchurched peo- 
ple throughout the South, the General Assembly 


summon every pastor, officer, Sunday School 
teacher, and Church member to greater zeal and 
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activity in evangelism, as the supreme business 
of the Church. 


That our Assembly set a goal of 50,000 added 
on profession of faith, or one for every ten mem- 
bers, during the Church year 1945-1946. 


That the Church set as a goal the enrollment 
of 100,000 witnesses who will witness at least once 
each week to some one who needs that witness, 
seeking to win that one to personal faith i 
Jesus Christ. 


That the Assembly give its hearty endorsement 
to plans for the Fourth Year of the United Re- 
ligious Education Advance, commending as the 
goal of every Presbyterian Church this year the 
reaching of every unchurched child, youth and 
adult for Christ and His Church. 


That the current year, from this Assembly to 
the next, be designated as Chapel year . . . That, 
since this is Chapel year, churches be challenged 
to establish and maintain at least one Sunday 
School within walking distance of unchurched 
neighborhoods, with full assurance that the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Religious Education will pro- 
vide free literature until such a venture can be- 
come self-supporting. 


That every pastor and session be urged to recog- 
nize their Christian responsibility for the 5,000,- 
000 Negroes in the bounds of our Assembly un- 
reached by any church or Sunday School and 
that they be urged to undertake a more aggres- 
sive evangelistic work for Negroes by organizing 
Sunday Schools and preaching points in neglected 
communities. 


That the program of Visitation Evangelism rec- 
ommended by the permanent committee be given 
special emphasis by our churches as a supplement 
to any other methods of evangelism employed. 

——__ ~. = 0 


Assembly Recommendations Regarding 
Recruiting For Mission Service 


From the Home Missions 
Committee: 


That the claims of the Gospel Ministry and of 
the mission work at home and abroad be laid upon 
the hearts of our choice young men and young 
Women by pastors and sessions; and that con- 
tinual prayer, by the entire Church, be made to 
the Lord of the harvest that He thrust forth 
laborers into His Harvest. 


That in view of the large numbers of vacant 
churches and the inadequate supply of ministers, 
the Assembly make an earnest appeal to elders, 
deacons and other consecrated laymen, capable of 
conducting religious worship, to volunteer for such 
service under the direction of the Home Mission 
Committee of the Presbytery in order that pastor- 
less congregations may have regular services and 
that the people may be held to the Church and not 
allowed to drift into worldly indifference and sin. 


That pastors and sessions be urged to continue 
their efforts to find worthy and capable young 
Negro men for the ministry and aid them in the 
expense of their preparation; and that all Aux- 
iliaries be requested to continue their efforts to 
find worthy and capable Negro girls for teachers 
and nurses and aid them to secure the training 
offered at Stillman Institute. 
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From the Foreign Missions 
Committee: 


No contemporary problems in missions offers 
occasion for greater concern than the acute lack 
of an adequate supply of qualified candidates for 
foreign mission service. No other factor has so 
seriously restricted our world outreach in this 
day of untold opportunity and need. The problems 
of the post-war era will call for the adaptability 
and initiative of virile and youthful minds along 
with the steadying influences of maturity and ex- 
perience. . . . Once again we would call the As- 
sembly’s attention to the acute and critical 
shortage in personne] that is seriously handi- 
capping our Missions in every field. 


Last year the Assembly sent out the call for 
100 new missionaries. During the year 15 new 
missionaries were sent out, but there was a loss 
of 13 by retirement and death, hence a net gain 
of only two. In the meanwhile other requests have 
come from the various fields for additional work- 
ers in expanded programs; so the need still stands 
at 100 and more. All types of workers are needed: 
evangelists, teachers, doctors, nurses, industrial 
men, business managers, office workers, dietitians, 
and the like. 


We therefore recommend that the Assembly 
issue a summons in the name of Christ to the 
youth of our Church, to the students in our col- 
leges and seminaries, to our younger ministers 
and laymen, and plead for their prayerful con- 
fronting of the call of the Master to the fields 
abroad. Furthermore, realizing that most mission- 
aries make their decision early in life, we would 
have the Assembly lay upon the hearts of parents 
and Sunday School teachers their responsibility 
for creating a missionary passion in the hearts 
of the children of our Church. Only in this way 
can we raise up a generation of those who will 
answer the call as it comes to them. 


That the Foreign Mission season, January 1 - 
February 3, 1946, be observed in all our churches 
as the time for church-wide dedication to the world 
task of Christian missions; that all our ministers 
be urged to preach frequently and fervently on 
Missions; and that the whole Church be called 
to earnest prayer for this work, and especially 
for new workers. 


Assembly Recommendations Regarding 
Recruiting For Education And Service 


From The Christian Education And 


Ministerial Relief Committee: 


That we call upon Synods, Presbyteries, and 
sessions to face prayerfully the present shortage 
of candidates for the ministry, and to pray 
earnestly that an adequate supply of faithful and 
consecrated men may be called by the Lord into 
this work. 


From Theological Seminaries: 


Recognizing the great need of more ministers 
and missionaries as presented in several Assembly 
reports and especially in the reports from our 
seminaries, we recommend that this Assembly 
press this immediate and primary necessity of our 
Church upon the hearts of all our ministers, edu- 
cators and youth-leaders, and urge them to prayer- 
fully present the high calling of the Gospel Min- 
istry to the most promising of our youth and our 
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returning soldiers by personal appeal and fre- 
quent public presentation, attended with the con- 
stant prayer that the Lord thrust forth more 
laborers into the field white unto harvest. 


From The Assembly's Training 
School Report: 


With an unprecedented demand for workers 
in all areas of the Church’s life we must let our 
people know of both the pressing needs and the 
superlative opportunities of the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School... . 


That the Assembly again bring to the atten- 
tion of pastors and other church leaders the im- 
portance of directing to the Training School, stu- 
dents of superior personal and spiritual gifts, who 
are devoted to the service of Christ, that they 
may be prepared for larger usefulness in His 
cause. 


From Religious Education And 
Publication Committee: 


That in view of the alarming number of vacant 
pulpits in our Assembly due to our Church’s gener- 
ous contributions of Chaplains to the armed 
forces, Presbyterian Elders and Deacons be sum- 
moned to special preparation for effective service 
in pastorless congregations, looking to the Re- 
ligious Education Committee and other respon- 
sible agencies of Presbytery for counsel and guid- 
ance in their preparation. 


That a Church Manpower Enlistment campaign 
be commended to all congregations as an es- 
sential part of their Advance program this fall, 
and that Sessions take the necessary steps to en- 
list every church member in some particular part 
of _ Church’s activities during the next twelve 
months. 


_— 
— 





The Braille Circulating Library 
Of Richmond, Va. 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


When James H. McConkey was in Richmond, 
Va., in 1925 a small group of friends met him to 
discuss plans for making his books and booklets 
available to the blind who read Braille. He was 
happy to see the ministry of his messages widened, 
but firm in his stand that there should be no 
solicitation for funds. “If it is of the Lord, He 
will send in by voluntary offerings what we need,” 
he said. “Let’s not solicit man but God.” The years 
have proved that Mr. McConkey was right. 


From this smal] beginning a circulating library 
has grown which now serves more than a thou- 
sand readers every year. After all of the Mc- 
Conkey books had been embossed in Braille, the 
writings of scores of other Christian authors 
were used, among them S. D. Gordon, D. L. 
Moody, H. A. Ironside, and Andrew Murray. Dur- 
ing the past year, records for the talking book 
machine have been added and these as well as 
the Braille books are sent as a free loan to any 
blind person anywhere, who can and will use 


them. Readers are served in every State of the 
Union and in ten or twelve foreign countries, 


If there should be some doubt concerning the 
vital need of a work like this, one would need 
only to examine the list of books on religion 
circulated by the Library of Congress and the 
various state-school libraries. The Library of Cop. 
gress, in particular, is sending out many valuable 
books on history and science but among their re. 
ligious books, very few can be found which lay 
any claim to being evangelical. An examination 
of the catalogs of the several printing houses for 
the blind will show also that only a minimum of 
evangelical reading matter is being embossed, and 
most of this is used exclusively by the Richmond 
Library. 


On the other hand, the Roman Catholics, the 
Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the 
Christian Scientists and the Theosophists have 
seen their opportunity and have organized pub- 
lishing concerns of their own, for the blind. The 
most appalling fact is that many of these non- 
scriptural sects have been able to get their 
periodicals into State Schools for the blind which 
refuse to circulate the evangelical books offered 
by the Richmond Library. In one of the western 
States, a school superintendent replied to the offer 
very politely but said their students had plenty 
of religious reading matter on hand and did not 
need more. When the list of his religious books 
was examined, it showed various periodicals, some 
secular, others religious, but only two evangelical 
and only one religious book, “The Book of Mor- 
mon.” The principal of a school in India when he 
was discussing the matter with the librarian said: 
“Oh we like Christian books. We get Christian 
books from America-Christian Science.” 


It may seem strange that oftentimes the schools 
in foreign countries are more willing to accept 
this: free offer than those in our own country. 
Out of the approximately fifty schools for the 
blind in the United States, approximately twenty 
have accepted the loan. Among these are Arkansas, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Mississippi. If Christian friends in these States who 
realize the need of the young people in these 
schools for Scriptural teaching would tell them 
that Christian novels, biography, missionary 
stories and devotional books are available, they 
would be rendering a real service. A request on 
a postal card is all that is necessary. There is no 
cost to the reader, not even postage as books and 
records are franked. There are still thousands of 
blind readers who do not know that this Library 
exists. Surely among them, are many who are 
hungry for spiritual food and would accept the 
offer gladly. The address is: Braille Circulating 
Library, 203 North Jefferson Street, Richmond, 
Va. 





OE 


For Free Distribution 


“The Principles And Objectives Of The Fed- 
eral Council,” by Vernon W. Patterson, R 
Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, C 
N. C. Will appreciate postage. The Southern Prer 
byterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Sabbath School Lessons For September 


By Rev. J. K. Parker 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 2 
Joseph's Place In God's Plan 


Scripture: Genesis 37; 39 - 41:43. Devotional 
Reading: Isaiah 12. 


The story of Joseph is one of the most fasci- 
nating in the Bible—a story that charms old and 
young, also one packed with meaning and mes- 
sages for every child of God. No one could have 
sung the song of Isaiah 12 with better heart than 
Joseph. We can almost hear him saying, “Amen”, 
to these words of the prophet: “Behold, God is my 
Salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; 
he also is become my salvation.” These words 
have always been a comfort and inspiration to 
God’s people, who, like Joseph, pass through try- 
ing experiences. 


Key Verse: Gen. 39:2. 


We like to think of this verse as a sort of 
“Key-verse” to Joseph’s life: “And the Lord was 
with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.” 
In one of the old English translations of the 
Bible the word “prosperous” is translated 
“luckie”’, using that word in its old meaning of 
one whom the Lord prospered and was with. In 
our changed meaning of the word as “casual 
event, or accident,” we could not apply this 
term to Joseph, for there was nothing casual, 
or accidental, about the life and experiences of 
Joseph. It was all planned: “not you, but God,” 
as he explained to his brothers later. To people 
who do not think, or believe in God’s over-ruling 
hand in the affairs of men, it looks like “bad luck,” 
or — luck,” as we have come to use the 
word. 


But Joseph had a most important, interesting, 
and dramatic Place in God’s Plan. 


Genesis 37 


In chapter 37 we have the beginning of those 
events which the world might thoughtlessly call 
Joseph’s “Bad Luck.” It seemed a most unfor- 
tunate thing for Joseph that “Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children” (vs. 3), or at least, 
that he showed this partiality in so many ways, 
especially by giving him a coat of “many colors” 
—a princely coat. This stirred the envy, hatred 
and anger of his half-brothers to a murderous 
point. Then his bringing of evil reports, verse 2, 
and his relating his dreams in a rather egotistical 
way, perhaps, stirred their anger more, and even 
brought a rebuke from his doting father. (vss. 5- 
11). We have a situation in this home of internal 
jealousies, even between the two sisters, and be- 
tween them and the two hand-maids and their 
children that was a fertile seed-bed for trouble 
to spring up and grow. 


The opportunity for revenge came to the half- 
brothers when Joseph was sent to find them and 
bring word again. (vs. 14.) It was natural for 
them to resent this making of their young brother 
a sort of “over-seer,” and Jacob ought to have 
been aware of the danger. A little more common 
Sense on Jacob’s part and a more befitting hu- 


mility on Joseph’s side, might have prevented the 
tragedy and the sorrow that followed. However, 
this is no excuse for the sin of the brothers. 


Joseph’s “luck”? reaches a low level as the plot 
to kill, and then to sel] him, taken form and is 
carried out and the bloody coat is taken back to 
Son the father and break his heart. (Verses 
23- a 


Chapter 39 


Things brighten up for Joseph as he rises to a 
place of influence in Potiphar’s house only to grow 
even darker as he is cast into prison on the false 
charge of the wife of Potiphar. “But the Lord 
was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave 
him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison” 
(Vs. 21). He soon became a trusted man and rose 
to a place of authority. “The keeper of the prison 
looked not to anything that was under his hand; 
because the Lord was with him, and that which he 
did, the Lord made it prosper.” (verse 23). 


Chapter 40 

Hope comes to Joseph’s heart when he inter- 
prets the dreams of the chief butler and chief 
baker in the prison (see vss. 5-23) and asks the 
butler to “think on me when it shall be well with 
thee, and shew kindness—I pray the, unto me, 
and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
me out of this house.”’ The chapter closes with 
these sad words: “Yet did not the chief butler re- 
member Joseph, but forgat him.” If ever a man 
had reason to “give up” in despair, it was the 
“forgotten man” in the prison. Do we ever think 
that both men and God have forgotten us? 


But GOD had NOT forgotten Joseph. Man may 
forget even those who have befriended him, but 
God always remembers us in our need. God had 
a Big Place and a Big Plan for a man like Joseph; 
tested, tried, chastened, and yet true under the 
most discouraging and distressing circumstances. 
Few have been tested as long and as severely; few 
indeed have proved as faithful and loyal. If there 
were traces of egotism and vanity in the youth 
in Canaan, there were none in the young man 
now in Egypt. He came forth as gold tried in the 
fire. 


Chapter 41 


We see his “luck”? beginning to change, and the 
great Plan and Purpose of God unfold, as we 
read this chapter. 


Pharaoh has his dreams; the memory of the 
chief butler is refreshed just at the right mo- 
ment; Joseph is called from the prison, interprets 
the dreams, and is made the premier of Egygpt. 
So swiftly can “luck” change when it is NOT 
luck, but the loving and powerful hand of God. 
What a piece of “luck”, the thoughtless exclaim! 
What a marvelous exhibition of God’s over-ruling 
Providence in the affairs and destinies of men, we 
exultingly shout! “Sing unto the Lord: for He 
hath done excellent things: this is known in all the 
earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of 
Zion; for great is the Holy One in the midst of 
thee.” (see Dev. Reading, Is. 12:5,6). 
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The two parts of our story fit as hand fits 
glove: 


First; “the Lord was with Joseph.” The Sover- 
eignty of God and the Grace of God are seen 
in every line. Why did all these seemingly evil 
things befall him? It was God’s way, plan, of 
carrying out His Purpose for Israel. He made the 
envy and wrath and malice of wicked men to 
“praise Him.” At the same time He fitted Joseph 
for his place and work in Egypt and Israel. It 
also did something for the brothers as we shall 
see “eae and was a sanctifying influence on 
Jacob. 


Second; Joseph was true to God. He never 
yielded to the temptations of Egypt, subtle as 
they were. How can I do this thing and sin against 
God? He never seemed to lose faith in God, and 
he was faithful wherever he was placed, whether 
as slave, prisoner, or premier. 


May all of us be as “luckie”’ as Joseph was. 


(There are many interesting comparisons be- 
tween Joseph and Christ. He is often taken by 
Bible students as a “type” of Christ. There are 
striking similarities, and striking differences.) 


——_@————. 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 9 


Egypt's Part In God’s Plan 
Scripture: Genesis 41:44 - 42:38. Devotional 
Reading: Psalm 111. 


Individual men have their place in God’s Plan. 
Nations have their place, even heathen nations. 
In Psalm 111:6 we have these words: “He hath 
shewed His people the power of His works, that 
he may give them the heritage of the heathen.” 
God often uses a heathen nation to do something 
FOR or TO his people. Sometimes He uses such 
a nation to chastize His people; sometimes to 
protect them. He used Egypt as a place where 
His chosen ones were both protected and taught 
and held together until the time for their de- 
liverance was come. In Gen. 15:18,14 God had 
revealed to Abraham this plan in these words: 
“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger 
in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; 
and they shall afflict them 400 years; and also 
that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; 
and afterwards shall they come out with great 
substance.” The whole time of their “sojourn” 
was to be in round numbers, “400 years’; to be 
exact, 430 years according to Exodus 12:40. The 
period of oppression was about 100 years. 


Joseph the Food Administrator Of 
Egypt: Gen. 41:44-57. 


After his interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams 
Joseph is made virtual “dictator” of Egypt. To 
give him the right social standing, his name is 
changed, and he is married to a daughter of the 
priest of On. So at the age of thirty Joseph 
begins his great work of gathering up the food 
during the seven plenteous years and storing it 
in storehouses throughout the land. 


During this time two sons are born to him, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 


The seven plenteous years end and the famine 
commences. Joseph opened the storehouses and 
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sold unto the Egyptians. The famine waxed more 
severe and “all countries came into Egypt to buy 
corn; because that the famine was so sore in 
was not on the watch for them. 

all lands.” (vs. 57) We wonder if Joseph was not 
expecting his brothers to come from Canaan and 


God’s Plan Unfolds: Gen. 42:1-38. 


Egypt’s Part in God’s Plan. begins to be seen 
more clearly as the events of this chapter take 
place. 


The famine reaches Palestine and Jacob sends 
his sons down to Egypt to buy corn. He does 
not send Benjamin, who, as the son of Rachel 
has taken the place of Joseph in his father’s af. 
fection, “lest peradventure mischief befall him” 
(vs. 4). Did Jacob ever suspect “foul play” in 
regard to Joseph? 


The brothers stand before the “governor” of 
Egypt, and one of Joseph’s dreams comes true 
as they “bowed down themselves before him with 
their faces to the earth” (vs. 6). He knew them, 
but they did not know him. This is most natural. 
They, as grown men, had not changed, he but, a 
“lad”? when he was sold. Then he was smooth 
shaven and dressed as an Egyptian, while they 
wore beards and were in their garb of shepherds, 
They were not dreaming of such a thing as Joseph 
being a “ruler”, while he, no doubt, was rather 
expecting them to come. 


It is not surprising that he should want to 
“test”? them before revealing his identity, so he 
made himself strange unto them, and _= spake 
roughly unto them, charging that they are “spies” 
come to see the “nakedness of the land.” The 
Egyptians were notoriously suspicious of strangers. 
A vindictive or revengeful spirit would have led 
him to a very different course of action. Joseph, 
chastened and changed by his varied experiences 
since they last met, was not filled with hatred 
and malice, but no one can blame him for “going 
slow” and trying to find out more about these 
half-brothers who had treated him so shamefully 
and cruelly. 


He also longed to see Benjamin, his only full 
brother. 


He first proposes that ail of them should re 
main in prison while one goes to “fetch” 
Benjamin, and put them in ward three days. He 
seems to want time to think. He next proposes 
that one of them remain in prison while the oth- 
ers go back to their father; If ye be true men, 
let one of your brethren be bound in the house 
of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine 
of your houses: but bring your youngest brother 
unto me; so shall your words be verified and ye 
shall not die” (vss. 19,20). 

Notice the conversation of these men whose 
sin had found them out and whose Consciences 
were troubling them: “And they said one to an- 
other, ‘We are verily guilty concerning our broth- 
er, in that we saw the anguish of his soul—there- 
fore is this distress come upon us. ‘And Reuben 
answered them, saying, ‘Do not sin against the 
child’; and ye would not hear?” (see verses 21, 
22). This conversation deeply moved Joseph, who, 
of course, could understand them, and it appears 
that he almost “gave himself away.” But he re 
strains his feelings and pursues his plan. Simeon 


a. 
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js bound before their eyes. Was Simeon selected 
pecause he had been particularly hard-hearted 
when Joseph was sold? 


The sacks are filled, each one’s money put in 
his sack. One of them discovers this when his sack 
is opened on the way, their hearts fail, and they 
exclaim in fear and dismay; “What is this that 
God has done unto us.”’ God is indeed working on 
their hearts and consciences. 


When they get back and tell their marvellous 
tale to Jacob and discover that all their money 
has been restored, their astonishment and dismay 
increases. 


Jacob absolutely refuses to let Benjamin go 
back with them, and the chapter closes with this 
reiterated refusal, even when Reuben makes the 
rather startling and senseless proposal, “slay my 
two sons, if I bring him not to thee.” 


God moves in a mysterious way, both in the 
minds and hearts of men, and in the affairs of na- 
tions. He had a wise and loving purpose in pre- 
paring a home for Israel where they could be safe 
and yet separate, for the Egyptians despised men 
who were shepherds. He prepared Egypt as a 
temporary sheltering place for His people, and 
He was also preparing these rough men to be a 
real nation, united in love, instead of being dis- 
rupted by internal jealousies and quarrel. 


So the land of Egypt had a most important and 
vital Part in God’s Plan for Israel. Is not the 
same Lord over all preparing the world today for 
the coming of His Kingdom and the coming of 
the King? 


Qe 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 
Judah's Concern For 
His Family 


Scripture: Genesis 43-44. Devotional Reading: 
I John 4:1-13. 


Introduction 


We might call it “God’s concern for the whole 
family of Israel,” for God’s power and God’s grace 
were the controlling forces in all these things. 


None of Jacob’s sons except Joseph seem to 
have been men of much moral stamina. We heard 
a preacher once call them “rough-necks,” and we 
felt that the name fitted pretty well. Reuben, 
although not as cruel as the others, was weak; 
Simeon and Levi, cruel and blood-thirsty; Judah 
immoral. But a transformation seems to be taking 
place in all their hearts. Their words, as they 
stand in the presence of Joseph, (42:21), “We 
are verily guilty concerning our brother,” would 
indicate that God was at work in their consciences. 
This change of heart is very evident in Judah, as 
our lesson shows. A little of the love that John 
speaks of in our devotional reading seems to be 
creeping into these men. 


Judah Becomes Surety For Benjamin. 
Genesis 43:1-14 


“And the famine was sore in the land.” Some 
decision has to be made, and quickly, or all will 
die. Jacob has refused to let Benjamin go. Judah 
Teminds his father that “the man did solemnly 


protest unto us saying, Ye shall not see my face, 
except your brother be with you.” He tells his 
father that if he will send Benjamin they will go; 
otherwise, they will not go. After further discus- 
sion, Judah says: “I will be surety for him; of my 
hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not 
unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me 
bear the blame for ever.” Israel at last consents, 
tells them to take a present to “the man,” and 
double money in their hand, and go. In verse 14 
he says: “God Almighty give you mercy before 
the man, that he may send away your other 
brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved.” 


The Second Trip To Egypt 
Genesis 43:14-34 


Their reception this time was very different 
from the other. Instead of rough words and sus- 
picious attitude, they were invited to Joseph’s 
house, treated with extreme courtesy and kind- 
ness, and enjoy a feast. This change of treatment 
seemed to frighten the men as much as the former 
harsh treatment, and they hasten to explain 
matters. When Joseph saw Benjamin it was al- 
most too much for him. Read the touching ac- 
count in verses 29 and 30. But he refrained him- 
self, for a further test had to be made. 


The Plan To Keep Benjamin In 
Egypt: Genesis 44:1-17 


He tells his steward to fill the sacks, put every 
man’s money in the sack’s mouth, and his silver 
cup in the sack of the youngest. And when they 
were gone out of the city the steward is to go 
after them and charge that the cup has been 
stolen. The result, as we all know, is the return 
of all the men to the city. This is a different set 
of “brothers” from the ones who had so heart- 
lessly sold Joseph in the years gone by. They are 
a sorrowful, chastened, changed group. 


Now we come to the Heart of the Lesson: 


Judah’s Manly Plea For Benjamin 
Genesis 44:18-34 


“This is one of the manliest, most straight-for- 
ward speeches ever delivered by any man. For 
depth of feeling and sincerety of purpose it stands 
unexcelled .... Judah was a transformed man” 
(Leupold). He first of all recounts their story 
and his reference to his father in verses 30-34 
show a real love and concern in Judah’s heart 
which do not seem to have been there in former 
years. He then asks in verse 33 that he be allowed 
to take Benjamin’s place. “Now therefore, I pray 
thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a 
bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with 
his brethren. For how can I go up to my father 
and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I 
see the evil that shal] come on my father.” Here 
is real family love and loyalty. Has there been 
much trace of either one heretofore? The family 
ought to be a unit, bound together with ties of 
love. Is there always a spirit of love and loyalty 
in our homes? ’ 


Joseph’s plan has succeeded, or shall we not 
rather say, ““God’s plan”? For God had far more 
to do with its success than Joseph. Everything is 
now ready for the deneuement which follows in 
chapter 45, and. is studied in our next lesson. — 
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Reviewing Results 
As we read this story we can see how mightily 
and graciously God was working in ALL hearts 
to bring about the desired results, and fit these 
men to be the heads of the tribes of Israel. 


Israel’s family life was far from ideal. The very 
fact of there being TWO wives, one more loved 
than the other, and TWO secondary wives, made 
a fertile seed-bed for mutual jealousies and re- 
criminations. We find abundant evidence that 
these evil plants grew and thrived in his home. 
The family was in grave danger of being split 
into warring, or at least quarreling sections, even 
as the familes of Abraham and Isaac. How could 
“family loyalty” be developed, and “one nation” 
be welded together out of these factions? It would 
have been too great a task for a man, even a 
statesman, but not for God. He undertook to do 
this very thing and succeeded. He used ordinary 
and extraordinary means to accomplish His pur- 
pose. May we notice some of these: 


The bitter outcome of their plot against Joseph 
must have had some effect. Even the most callous 
could not help but feel a little remorse when 
they witnessed Jacob’s heart-breaking sorrow. 


Then there were other sad experiences. The 
cruel and treacherous episode recited in chapter 
34 almost brought down upon the whole family 
the vengeful wrath of the Canaanites. It was 
only God’s protecting hand that saved them from 
war and perhaps extermination. Then there fol- 
lowed the “house-cleaning” and new experience 
at Bethel. 


Judah’s most humiliating experience in chapter 
38 may have had a part in softening his heart 
and revealing his own sin. 


Then came the mysterious and frightening ex- 
periences which have been the subject of our 
recent studies. 


God indeed makes “the wrath of man to praise 
Him” and restrains the residue of wrath. Can 
we not trust a God like this to make ALL things 
work together for the good of those that love 
Him? And can we not trust our God to take 
care of His Church and His people? 


Then behind it all was the supernatural work 
of God’s Spirit, who wrought mightily in the 
souls of Jacob, Joseph, and all the brothers. 


en 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 23 


Joseph’s Testimony To 
God’s Providence 


Scripture: Genesis 45. Devotional Reading: Ps. 
91:1-11. Memory Selection Psalm 107:8: “O that 
men would praise the Lord for his goodness and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men.” 


_ Our Memory Selection forms a good introduc- 
tion to our subject. No one ever had better reason 
for praising God for His goodness than Joseph, 


and no one ever gave a stronger testimony to 
God’s Providence than he. 


The Plan of Joseph, overruled and guided by 
God’s Providence, had succeeded. These men who 


stand in his presence, are changed men, especially 
Judah. The final test had brought them all back 
as a united family group. How different the re. 
action would have been some twenty years earlier! 


The plea of Judah moved Joseph deeply. No 
longer could his feelings and tears be restrained, 
This was not to be a scene for the public, how- 
ever, but only for the family circle. So he com- 
mands all men to go out from him while he makes 
himself known to his brethren. But the sound of 
the loud weeping was heard in Pharoah’s house, 


The words of Joseph in verse 3, “I am Joseph,” 
“must have come like a thunderclap out of a clear 
sky on these unsuspecting men.” They were 
“troubled” (ie. “terrified,” “trembling,” “dis. 
mayed’”’) at the sight of him. Their feelings were 
no doubt mixed—joy and relief, as they realized 
that Joseph was not dead, alarm for themselves, 
perhaps, as they were completely in the power of 
“the man”, this great man of authority. 


His next words, “come near to me” were reas- 
suring. The inquiry in verse 3, “Doth my father 
yet live,” may seem strange at first as they had 
told him this before, but then he asked “as a 
stranger, now as a brother,” expecting a more 
detailed account. As they drew near he repeats, 
“I am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt.” 


The Testimony: 5-8 


The hand of our Personal God and His Provi- 
dential guidance is over all our lives, but all men 
do not see this as clearly as Joseph did, nor 
recognize the power of God. Some attribute their 
success to “luck” or chance or “destiny”; some 
to their own prowess or ability or hard work. Not 
many see like Joseph, or Paul later on, when he 
asks the Corinthians, “Who maketh thee to differ? 
Or what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
Where is boasting then? It is excluded.” 


The brothers were, and ought to have. been, 
grieved, but he tells them not to be excessively 
grieved or angry with themselves for what had 
occurred, “for God did send me before you to 
preserve life.” “So now it was not you that sent 
me hither but God.” 


“If you should ask me how to live 
And not grow dim, 

This is the answer I would give: 
“Acknowledge Him.” 

And then your light would brighter grow 
Beneath His care; 

Lift up thy voice, and thou shalt know 
He answers prayer. 

O soul, just show the world His praise— 

Acknowledge Him in all thy ways.” ' 

—Selected. 

Well would it be for us if we could see God's 
Hand in our affairs and remember that “all things 
work together for good to them that love God. 
Are we sure that we love Him, that we have 
answered His call and surrendered to Him? Are 
we doing our part by being faithful and true to 
Him? There are many things in our lives over 
which we have no control, there are others i 
which we exercise freedom of will and choice. May 
we quote this couplet from “The Youth’s Com- 
panion” of many years ‘ago: 
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“Two kinds of things that should not vex a man 
Are those he cannot help, and those he can.” 


But God’s Providence is not through with them. 
Five more years of famine are to come. If the 
first two years had been hard to bear what will 
the next five bring? Joseph is still sent of God 
to preserve life. 


In verse 8 Joseph gives his relationship to Egypt 
and to Pharaoh: “His relation to Pharaoh is that 
of a paternal advisor, or ‘father’; his relation to 
the royal household is that of supreme controller, 
or ‘lord’; his relation to Egypt is that of ‘ruler 
over all the land’”. (Leupold). 


Joseph’s Plan For Them 

Verses 9-15 
They were to “hurry back” to Canaan and tell 
his father to come to Egypt, where they could all 
be near him and he could nourish them. “Make 
haste’-—How Joseph longed to see his father! 
Then follows the characteristic Oriental expres- 

sive and emotional greetings. 


Pharaoh Hears The News 

‘ Verses 16-24 

Pharoah and his house were well pleased. As 
Leupold suggests, it removed any social stigma 
which might have been attached to Joseph as a 
common slave. So Pharaoh heartily seconds the 
invitation to the family, seems to “take command” 
at this point, and tells Joseph what he is to do. 
The fat of the land is to be theirs, and they are 
not to bother about “stuff” or utensils. To Jacob 
he also sends a royal gift. 


Notice the admonition of Joseph: “See that ye 
fall not out by the way.” Is he afraid that they 
will be jealous of Benjamin’s favored treatment? 


Jacob Hears The Good News 
Verses 25-28 

Bad news had been the rule in Jacob’s home. 
His reaction is most natural. First, his heart fails: 
it is too good to be true: he believed not. Then 
when he is convinced upon hearing Joseph’s words 
and seeing the wagons, we hear Israel say, "it is 
enough; Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and 
see him before I die.” Did such simple words ever 
express more? 


Suppose, before we leave this lesson, each of 
us takes a good look at our past lives and recall 
the many times that God has overruled and guided 


and blessed! Can we not add our bit of testimony 


to that of Joseph and repeat our Golden Text 
with more zest and meaning? 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 30 
The Israelites In A 
Foreign Land 
Scripture: Genesis 46-50. Devotional Reading: 


Psalm 90:1-12. Memory Selection: “Lord, thou 
been our dwelling-place in all generations.” 


No matter whether we dwell in our own land 
or in a foreign land, the Lord is always the real 
dwelling-place of His people. This was true of 
Israel even when they were in Egypt. 


Several good reasons for Israel’s sojourn in 
t come to mind: (1) The Preservation of 
el in time of famine. (2) The Isolation of 

Israel during a period of growth and develop- 
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ment. If they had remained in Canaan they would 
have probably been absorbed by the nations there. 
Some Canaanite women had already been taken 
as wives, and more intermarriage would be natural 
and likely. In Egypt this was not nearly so likely, 
as Shepherds were an “abomination” to the 
Egyptians and they did not so readily marry other 
peoples. (3) The escape of Israel from the im- 
morality and idolatry of Canaan. Of course there 
was plenty of both in Egypt, but the Israelites 
would not be quite as much exposed. (4) Con- 
tact with the “Culture” of Egypt. Moses was later 
trained in all the wisdom and learning of the 
Egyptians. 


They remained about 400 years in this land. | 


The Journey To Egypt 
Chapter 46 

We only have space for a brief summary of this 
chapter. Jacob begins the journey, but stops at 
Beer-Sheba and offers sacrifices. He hesitates to 
take the trip into Egypt without divine sanction. 
This he obtains in a vision. God tells him. to 
go down for He will be with him. So the caravan 
proceeds in the wagons Pharoah has provided. 


Now comes a list of names of those who came. 


Beginning at verse 28 we have the continuation 
of the journey, Judah going on ahead to show 
the way to Goshen. The meeting between Joseph, 
who goes to his father in his chariot, and Israel 
is most touching. No words, but only tears, for a 
“good while’; then the words of the weeping 
parent, “Now let me die, since I have seen thy 
face, because thou art yet alive.” The tie of love 
between these two was very strong. 


Joseph shows great tact in dealing with the 
delicate situation created by the coming of these 
“shepherds,” and “coaches” his brethren as to 
just what they are to say when they meet Pharoah 
and he enquires their “business.” 


Events In Egypt 
: Chapter 47 
The whole affair is handled in a straightfoward 
and masterful way and everything passes off 
smoothly. (vss. 1-6) They are given the land of 
Goshen, admirably suited to their occupation. 


The meeting between Pharaoh and Israel is a 
striking scene. “Jacob blessed Pharoah.” There 
is no cringing, or make-believe humility. Israel 
was also a “Prince”, and carries himself well as 
he stands in the presence of royalty. Joseph, we 
are sure, was in no way ashamed of his “nomad” 
father. “Few and evil”— namely, “unhappy”. 
Jacob had experienced much sorrow. 


Joseph takes splendid care of his father and 
brethren and they are nourished on the best that 
Egypt can afford. 


Joseph’s Food Program 

Joseph’s management of the food situation has 
given rise to much criticism. He has been accused 
of enslaving the whole population, but if we read 
the account with understanding we will see that 
he handled it wisely and well. Instead of starving, 
the Egyptians were kept alive; their land and 
cattle were restored and the only seemingly hard 
feature—the 20 per cent tax—does not seem so 
big to Americans as we face-taxes today. Surely 
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we can find little to condemn, if anything. It 
cost the Egyptian Government to store up all the 
grain and arrange for its preservation and dis- 
tribution, just as it costs governments today to 
carry on wars. Instead of complaint, there seems 
a note of gratitude in what they say. If they 
were satisfied, we ought to be. 


The Death Of Israel 
47:27 - 49:33 
There are several parts to this. 


First, the sending of Joseph. This was a most 
natural procedure, for Joseph had become the real 
leader of the family, or “little nation.” He exacts 
a solemn oath from him that he will not bury 
him in Egypt but take him back to Canaan, to 
the burying-place of his fathers. 


Then we have the blessing of Manasseh and 
Ephraim, Joseph’s two sons who were to be 
reckoned as Jacob’s and be heads of tribes. 


In chapter 49 we have the blessing of all the 
children. The weakness of Renben’s character is 
recognized and his sin—“Unstable as water, thou 
shalt not excel.”” He remembers Simeon and Levi 
and their treacherous dealing with the Shechem- 
a “Instruments of cruelty” are in their habi- 
tation. 


The most interesting of all is the blessing upon 
Judah. The special Messianic prophecy of verse 
10,” The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh 
come,” is of special importance. 


Concluding Events 
Chapter 50 


This chapter begins with the account of Joseph’s 
grief and the embalming of Israel. After the days 
of mourning were past, and both the Israelites 
and Egyptians mourned, Joseph requests leave of 
absence to go up to Canaan to bury his father. 
The servants of Pharaoh and elders of the land 
go up with them, and the long and most impres- 
sive funeral procession made the Canaanites say, 
“This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians.” 
No other patriarch had such a burial. 


Joseph and his brethren return to Egypt. His 
brothers still remember their sin and send a mes- 
sage asking his forgiveness. see verses 15-21). 


Joseph lived only 110 years. Had the intense 
activity and burdens of his position shortened 
his life? He died in faith and requested that when 


they left Egypt as a nation they take his bones 
with them. 


Would it not be well for us in our day to think 
more of our death, and try to leave the testimony 


behind us that we believed the precious promises 
of our God? 


_ 


Wings For The Soul 


From A Chaplain To A Fellow 
Christian Worker 
“I have thought of the wonderful Christian 
fellowship I had with you back at Keesler Field, 
Miss. You were a blessing to my soul. Thank God 
for you; your consecration and the souls that are 
being saved under your blessed ministry. 
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“We are now in France. My Commanding Of. 
ficer and men are so responsive and they are 
living close to God. We do without so many ma. 
terial things, but thank God we do not have to do 
without His Presence, help and _ blessing—Phij, 
4:4-23. 


“Souls are being saved daily. Had 181 ¢on. 
versions last month—57 services. Gave out 52 
Bibles, 392 New Testaments, and over 3,000 tracts, 


“Wish you and the others of your fine group 
could come over and help us in some services— 
need your testimony. The U. S. O. people come 
over, and Gospel teams of workers should he 
allowed to come over as well. Let us pray for 
this.—2 Chron. 7:14, Matt. 9:29.” 


<i 


Wings For The Soul 


“I want to thank you... for the New Testa- 
ment sent me. It arrived a few days ago. It is a 
great joy to know the folks back home think of 
us, and I use mine daily. On last Sunday morning 
after our craft had landed the men, and they had 
fought their way into the island, I, who was sup- 
posed to look after the ship, decided to go a bit 
inland. This I did, making my way through the 
jungle and finally reaching an opening where the 
Japs had been driven out. They had destroyed 
every hut but one. I went close and soon saw it 
had a Cross on it. I looked in and saw the candles 
still burning on the altar. It was a Catholic chapel. 
I removed my cap, read from the little Book you 
had sent me, and strange as you may think this, I 
never felt closer to God in all my life, and al- 
though the guns were sounding it seemed that the 
war, for the moment, was a thousand miles from 
me. I had a strange feeling as I in the high mo- 
ment recalled that at home it was Sunday and my 
father, who is a pastor back in Alabama was like- 
ly holding his service within twelve hours of that 
very moment.” 


From a young man in the South Pacific to a 
friend in Bible Society Office. 


tin 
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Wings For The Soul 


A Soldier’s Letter 
“Are they praying for us at home? Are they 
meeting together for prayer, or going on still in 
the usual way as they did when I was there? We 
thank them for all their money, we thank them 
for all their care, but oh, just tell them, dear 
mother, we are needing so much, their prayer. 


“Will you ask them to gather together, t 
meet at our Father’s throne, that we may be kept 
from faltering when we feel we are standing 
alone, for there are moments when courage fails 
us and dangers around us stare. Oh, tell them 
again, dear mother, we are needing so much more 
prayer.” 








Surely, their voices must touch us as they echo 
from over the sea, and call us away from our 
pleasures to help them on bended knee. We are 
sending them money and clothing, and seeking 
their burdens to share, but oh, let our meetings 
be crowded when kneeling together for prayer. 





i- 

a 
yf 
ig 
d 
D- 
it 
le 
le 
1d 
it 
a5 
I. 
0 

I 
- 
e 
m 
0- 
ly 
e- 
at 


o << 


a8 


@8Barnad 


names 


Aug. 1945 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For September 


Getting Along With Others 


Introduction For The Month 


What’s wrong with the world today is seen on 
many a baseball field this summer. A gang of fel- 
lows will get their ball, bat, and gloves and head 
for the ball diamond. When they get there they 
will elect two fellows to be the captains of the 
teams, and it will be their job to choose up. They 
will square off facing each other, and one will 
throw the bat to the other. When he has caught 
the bat they will place their hands one on top 
of the other until they reach the top. The one 
whose hand comes up snug with the top of the 
bat will get first “‘choose,” but if there is just 
a little nub of bat left the other fellow gets first 
“choose” if his fingers can get a strong enough 
hold on the bat to throw it up in the air high 
enough for him to catch the bat below the trade 
mark. The two who are chosen move up the bat 
until one fellow has the top of the bat handle 
by just a finger grip, and when he throws the 
bat up and catches it it is not clear whether he 
has truly caught it below the trade-mark or not. 
So all the gang takes sides and begins to argue 
whether he has or has not caught the bat below 
the trade mark. And so the ball game is ruined 
before it ever starts because everybody is arguing 
about who shall get first “‘choose’’. 


Christ put it this way in His day, “But to what 
can I compare this present age? It is like children 
sitting about in the bazaars and calling out to 
their playmates,” we have played the flute for 
you and you would not dance! We have wailed 
and you would not beat your hearts. “For when 
John came, he neither ate nor drank, and people 
said, ‘He has a demon.’ Now that the Son of Man 
has come, he does eat and drink, and people say, 
‘Look at him, a glutton and a drinker, the com- 
panion of tax collectors and irreligious people.” 
(Matthew 11:16-18). Or to bring it up to modern 
day terms, if a preacher goes into a town and 
preaches a real Gospel message many people will 
turn away from him. If this preacher wears a 
dirty shirt, people will turn away because he is 
an ignoramous, and if he wears a clean shirt, they 
will turn away because he is in it for the money. 


Stories like these could be multiplied no end 
from the life and experience of us all, but they 
Would illustrate only one thing: we peoples of 
the world do not know how to get along with each 
other, not because things are wrong in our world 
about us, but because there is something wrong 
Within us. Many people are trying to teach us 
how to get along with other people in the world 
by arranging some sort of system by which we 
‘an eat our cake and have it too, some means 
by which everybody can get everything that they 
Want and no one will get mad because they don’t 
have what they want. 


_ But it won’t. work that way. In the Word of 


God we are taught that the fundamental thing 
wrong with the world is that something deep 
down inside us all that is rebelling against the 
will of God and is always seeking to do just what 
it pleases. We call this thing our “self.” And so 
if we are ever to learn to get along with others 
we must first learn to get along with God and with 
our “selves.” So when we approach our emphasis . 
for September, “Getting Along with Others,” we 
must learn how to get along with God, self, and 
then others. And when we really learn how to get 
along correctly with God and self, then we’ll know 
how to get along with others and not until. Here 
are five suggested topics for this month: 


1. Getting Along with God. 

2. The Big Problem in Getting Along with 
Others. 

3. Makes Me Love Everybody, But— 

4. For Better and Not for Worse. 

5. Are You Living by the Law of the Jungle? 


First Sunday: Getting Along With God. 


Introduction 


Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to call upon 
God as our Father, but if we are honest most of 
us have to admit that so far as our personal ex- 
perience is concerned God is more like a grand- 
father who lives away in the country. Our gen- 
eration has had somewhat the same experience 
that lies behind an interesting statement of Jacob. 
In referring to God Jacob said, “My father’s God, 
the God of Abraham, the Awe of Isaac.” (Gen. 
31:42). Abraham had been the friend of God and 
had known-Him personally. Isaac in the next 
generation had stood in awe before God because 
he had seen God through Abraham, but Jacob had 
gotten to the place where he still believed that 
God and Abraham had walked together as friends, 
and that Isaac had respected this God, but He him- 
self did not know Him personally. We too in our 
day and age know that our fore-fathers knew God 
and walked with Him, we know that our fathers 
feared and respected Him and His way of life, 
and though we do not exactly believe that He no 
longer exists yet we do not know Him personally, 
we are like Job, we have heard of Him with the 
hearing of the ear but we have not seen Him face 
to face. But God has made us for fellowship with 
Himself, and our lives are all wrong until we 
know God and enjoy that fellowship. How can we 
know Him and enjoy that fellowship? The First 
Epistle of John is a letter written to answer this 
very question. Let’s run through the high lights 
of the answer. 


Scripture Lesson 


God sent Christ into the world so that all those 
who receive Him and are born from above might 
have fellowship with the heavenly Father and walk 
day by day with Him as friend with friend. But 
two can not walk together unless they be in 
perfect agreement, so certain conditions must be 
met. Here they are as set down in the First 
Epistle of John: 


1. God is Light . . . therefore we must walk 
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in the light if we are to have fellowship. 1:5-10. 


2. God is Righteous . . . therefore we must live 
righteously if we are to have fellowship. 2:28-29. 


3. God is Love .. . therefore we must love 
even as He has first loved us if we are to have 
fellowship. 4:7-12. 


If we study these passages we shall find how 
we can meet these conditions by the cleansing 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Suggestions 


The purpose of this Journal Young People’s 
Department is simply to outline a Biblical frame- 
work in which to study the emphasis for the month 
and to make a few practical suggestions that may 
start you toward a fruitful source of material 
for a program. Space prohibits our doing any 
more. There are any number of ways that this 
question of fellowship may be handled, and no 
end of materials to which you could be referred. 
Here are a few suggestions as to how you may 
approach the topic and build a program: one way 
would be to go through the Scriptures and the 
steps by which we enter and maintain our fellow- 
ship by walking in the light; or another way 
would be to pick out some Biblical characters 
who were in fellowship and describe what they 
accomplished, for instance some on the great 
honor roll of faith in Hebrews 11; or it might be 
interesting to present the life and work of a few 
great missionaries and Christian leaders who were 
in fellowship; or a study of the Scripture passage 
might be followed by a discussion of the things 
young people do these days that keep them from 
having real fellowship with God. 


Second Sunday: The Biggest Problem In 
Getting Along With Others. 


Introduction 


Dwight L. Moody, the famous evangelist of the 
last generation, is reported to have said: “D. L. 
Moody has given me more trouble than any other 
person I have ever known.” Truly the biggest 
problem that most of us have is the problem of 
how to contro] ourselves. 


Most of us have the sort of experience that 
Paul tells us he once had. (Romans 7). He says 
that when he knew what was good and what he 
ought to do then there was something inside him 
that just kept him from doing the good. And 
when he knew what was wrong and what he ought 
not to do, then there was something inside him 
that just made him go on and do the bad. All 
of us have this problem with ourselves. And then 
we -come to the place where we know how we 
ought to act toward other people, but we just 
don’t do it, and we excuse ourselves for not doing 
it by pointing out how far other people fall short 
in how they act toward us. This inate tendency to 
cussedness is the biggest problem that any of us 
have in learning to get along with others. 


If we are going to get along with others we 
must learn how to handle this sinful nature, and 
we begin to learn when we remember that there 
are two sides to Christ and Christian faith. Christ 
died for us two thousand years ago to deliver ts 
from the penalty of: our sins; Christ now lives 
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in us today to deliver us from the power of sip, 
Christ died for our sins; therefore we must die 
to our sins. When men begin to realize in ey. 
perience both sides of this great truth the basic 
barrier to getting along with others will be re. 
moved and the fundamental foundation of world 
friendship will be laid. Let’s look and see the 
*spiritual principle that God has laid down for born 
again believers to follow in order that they may 
realize this truth. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Romans 6:6-17 

The Christian’s Attitude toward Sin. 

1. We must know that the power of sin in ou 
lives has been broken. Verse 6: 

2. We must reckon our lives to be dead to sin 
and alive to God. Verse 11. 

3. We must yield our minds and bodies in gyr. 
render to God. Verse 13. 

4. We must obey God from our hearts, Verse 17, 


How do we obey God from the heart? Dr. Nor. 
man Harrison uses the dogs of your city to 
illustrate this text. There are three kinds of dogs 
in your city today: 


1. Some are running wild, with no restraint and 
no control. These have liberty without any law. 

2. Some are led around on a chain and can go 
no farther than the length of their chain. These 
have law without any liberty. 

3. Some walk down the street by their masters, 
and though they have no chain and no control 
they still do not run away or out in traffic, but 
walk by their master’s side. These have liberty 
and law, they obey from the heart. 


When we are saved in Christ we have liberty 
and law. We are not bound to keep a lot of rules 
and regulations, nor are free to do just as we 
please. We come to know Christ and at His feet 
we learn that it is best for us to walk in a way 
that is pleasing to Him, so we walk day by day 
with Him because we want to do so in our hearts. 
When we learn to live our Christian lives from 
the heart we then know how to get along with 
self and make self do what it ought to do. 


Suggestions 
In our Scripture lesson we see that we are 
obey if we are to grow in Christian grace and 


' self-control, but so often we do not realize just 


what that means for we think only in terms of 
going to church and habits that are classed re 
ligious. What does it mean? A good example is 
set for us by our Lord Jesus when He was only 
twelve years old. The account is given to us 
Luke 2:41-52. Jesus had been lost in the temple 
and when His parents found Him He told them 
that He had to be about His Father’s business. 
And what was this business? The next verse tells 
us: “And Jesus increased in wisdom, and in statue, 
and in favor with God and man.” He developed 
His mind and body—His self. He learned how to 
get along with God. And when He had done these 
things we see that all along He was learning # 
get along with other people. 


_ However you develop your program it should 
have these three leading ideas: you can’t get along 
with others until you learn to contro] yourself, 
you can only control yourself by understanding 
and yielding to the living Christ, and in so doing 
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you are learning by that life to get along with 
others. 


Third Sunday: Makes Me Love 
Everybody, But— 


Introduction 

All of us have heard many times the old Gospel 
song, “It’s the Old Time Religion.” One of the 
yerses runs “Makes me love everybody.” Every 
time I hear that old song I get real mean, be- 
cause I think that we will have to sing it like 
this if we are going to sing it truthfully, “Makes 
me love everybody, but—” 


It is true that when that old blood bought 
Gospel has its full sway in our hearts we do love 
everybody, but when we look at the church as we 
know it today its members are often filled with 
pride, envy, jealousy, contentions, and bickerings 
of all sort. So many fusses go on in the church 
that to be truthful a lot of folks would have to 
say, “Makes me love everybody, but this one who 
has done me wrong and that one that I don’t 
like.” 


We are talking a lot today about world order 
and about laying the foundations of a lasting 
peace. How can we expect the nations of the 
earth to get along together, diverse as they are 
in their ideals and interests, when we in the 
church can’t get along when we have a common 
faith and common Lord? We must learn to get 
along in the church in such a way that when 
people on the outside look at us they will say the 
same thing the Romans said when they looked in 
on one of the early churches, “Behold, how they 
love one another.” 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Romans 12 


In Romans .12 Paul opens the chapter by telling 
us how to get along with ourselves, by surrender 
to Christ. Verse 1-2. Then he tells us: 


How To Get Along With Folks 
In The Church 

. Have a humble opinion of yourself. Verse 3. 
. Find your place and keep it. Verse 4-5. 
. Be faithful to your job. Verse 6-8. 
. Be absolutely sincere. Vers 9a. 
. Be earnestly righteous. Verse 9b. 
. Be loving and sacrificial. Verse 10. 


If we go into the life of the church with the 
desire to really be something, not to just seem 
to be; and if we seek to always give something to 
the life of the church, not just merely get; we 

ll get along with others and help others get 
along in the church. 


Suggestions 
A study of Romans 12 is always a call for heart 
searching. It might be a good idea to read through 
the chapter and discuss each spiritual quality and 
responsibility in the light of your church and 
young people’s problems. 


Fourth Sunday: For Better And Not For Worse. 


Introduction 
American young people of our generation have 
the greatest opportunity that any generation has 
had in many a century. The rest of the world is 
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laughing at America today and saying, “These 
Americans talk and sing more about love than 
any other people in the world, and know less.” A 
successful home is the only enduring proof of 
real love, and 1 out of every 6 marriages in 
America ends in the divorce court; therefore these 
people who laugh at us are probably right. But 
our generation of young people can find what it 
is all about and build for tomorrow in ways that 
will bring happiness and success and thus stop 
all the scorners. 


As soon as a boy meets a girl that causes that 
tickling sensation that can’t be scratched there 
are a host of questions that come about concerning 
what is best and proper in the long journey down 
the pathway of friendship, courtship and mar- 
riage. Ideas about these things differ in different 
periods, and yet they are all the same in many 
ways. Our mothers are worried about the rumble 
seats, but their mothers worried about the old 
HMT seats, the Hug Me Tight Seats. But it seems 
to me that the pathway of friendship, courtship, 
and marriage is sort of like a canoe trip. When 
I take off on a canoe trip up the lake I look ahead 
to the very point where I plan to land my canoe, 
and I paddle straight for that. As long as I keep 
my eye on that point I don’t get off the course 
to the right or the left. Even so just as soon as 
we begin to go around with those of the other sex 
we ought to keep our eyes straight ahead to the 
true nature and real purpose of marriage, and if 
we keep this in mind and head for it we won’t 
go off on side tracks and it is on the side tracks 
that the problems come. Let’s look to God’s Word 
and set our sights for marriage by what it says 
and then always behave in the light of it. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The Origin of Marriage—God Himself gave 
it to man. Gen. 2:18-25. 


2. The Nature of Marriage—Since God Him- 
self gave it He Himself must explain it. 


a. Purpose of it: (1) Companionship. Gen. 2:18. 
(2) Propagation of the Race. Gen. 1:26-28. (3) 
Picture of the Church. Eph. §:21-23. 


A real marriage is a physical, emotional, and 
spiritual union. Divorces declare that people have 
been united physically, but not emotionally and 
spiritually; therefore the marriage has broken 
up because they were only part married. Watch 
out for Hollywood ideas, for they are all wet along 
this line. 


b. Duration of it—for life. Matt. 19:3-9. 


ce. Subject—marry only true, born-again be- 
lievers. 2 Cor. 6:14-17. 


Suggestions 

This phase of the problem of getting along to- 
gether is very important, and it might be a good 
idea to have some interested, sensible and spiritual 
adult present a talk on the matter and answer 
questions. The great bulk of what we see and 
read today in schools and in movies proceeds on 
the assumption that marriage came from the 
monkey and not from God, and most of the mar- 
riage ideals we hear about are based on animal 
desire and not God’s Word. 


There is a wealth of material on this theme, let 
me suggest a few books that will be helpful: 
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1. Overton, Love, Marriage, Parenthood. Harp- 
ers. 


2. Maier, For Better and not for Worse. Con- 
cordia. A large and thorough work that contrasts 
the true with modern counterfeits on the loose to- 
day. 


3. Murray, Youth’s Problem No. 1. Zondervan. 
This book covers the whole field of how to culti- 
vate Christian friends and how to behave as you 
look toward marriage. 


And every young person ought to read the little 
tract by Wood, “If I Marry A Roman Catholic.” 
It can be secured from the Federal Council, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. To marry 
an unbeliever brings almost disastrous results, and 
also it is tragic to marry one of the Roman faith. 
After you fall in love it is too late; therefore 
you should read this now so you will know what 
you will have to submit to if ever you do fall in 
love with a Catholic. 


Fifth Sunday: Are You Living By 
The Law Of The Jungle? 


Introduction 


The law of the jungle is to dislike the unlike, 
and many people live by that law. We like those 
who like us and belong to our group, but so many 
folks all about us in our small world are unlike 
us. They are unlike us in color, in belief, in habits, 
in ideals, in culture. They are different from us, 
and we are rather suspicious of them; but if we 
are going to learn to get along with others we have 
lots of these different kinds of folks with whom 
we must learn to love. 


This problem can be approached from many 
angles, but one of the most important and most 
often neglected approaches is to remind our- 
selves of the principles that move mankind in 
in general and the principles that move the Chris- 
tian. For instance most of the misunderstandings 
between men in our world come from those deep 
rooted principles in all of us—fear, anger, hatred, 
resentment, and physical force. But when a per- 
son has been born again by faith in Christ these 
principles are replaced by others—faith, good 
will, forgiveness, and love. When the principles 
natural to the heart of man are at work people 
just can’t get along together. When the principles 
natural to the spiritual power of Christ are at 
work people just have to get along together. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Run through the Scriptures given here and 
contrast the results that will come when we fol- 
low man’s way and when we follow Christ’s way. 


1. Faith, not fear. Luke 8:51; 2 Tim. 1:17; 
Rom. 10:17. 
- 2. Good Will, not anger. Eph. 4:26; Rom. 12:21. 
_3. Forgiveness, not hatred. Matt. 5:44-45; Eph. 
3:31-32. 
4. Love, not force. Matt. 7:12; Rom. 13:8-10. 
5. Salvation, not exploitation. Romans 1:14-17. 


Most people think of others as a market for 


their goods or as the source of some satisfaction 
they wish. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CHRISTIAN SACRAMENTS 


By Hugh Thompson Kerr., D. D. Published by 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $2.00, 


Dr. Kerr stresses the idea that the true doctrine 
of the Christian Church demands that the presen. 
tation of the gospel should be by both Word and 
sacrament. Adopting Bruner’s conception, he 
maintains that our sacraments serve as an “illys. 
trated Word of God.” The sacrament does what 
the Word of God does. It is given that “we might 
not only hear the message of divine grace, but 
also see it and perceive it more clearly.” Dr. Kerr 
affirms “the experience of the Church is that the 
Holy Spirit ministers through the sacraments even 
as through the Word. There is no doubt that the 
neglect of the sacraments has brought about the 
impoverishment of evangelical Christianity.” He 
further states “‘there is undoubtedly a connection 
between the neglect of the sacraments and Protes- 
tantism’s becoming Modernist.” 


The first six chapters deal with the idea of the 
Christian sacraments in general and Christian 
baptism in particular. The next five chapters 
expatiate on the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
The two concluding chapters discuss ‘Preaching 
On The Sacraments,” and “Is Inter-Communion 
Possible.” 


We regret that Dr. Kerr did not give us a 
stronger chapter on “Who Are To Be Baptized?” 
For help on. infant baptism one would do better 
to turn to the Institutes Of The Christian Religion 
by John Calvin, Book Four, Chapter Sixteen. Dr. 
Kerr should brush up a little more on his Calvin- 
ism with its emphasis upon the covenant relation- 
ship of man to God. One looking for help on this 
point should read The Covenant Idea In New Eng- 
land Theology by Dr. Peter Y. DeJong and The 
Presbyterian Doctrine of Children In The Covenant 
by Dr. Lewis Bevens Schenck. 


The chapter dealing with “The First Com- 
munion” is very valuable and worth far more than 
the price of the book. Dr. Kerr pointed out here 
that the Christian Church from the very beginning 
has been obligated to faithfully instruct all who 
have sought communicant membership in the 
Christian faith. As the Church grew and multi- 
plied, the task of instructing became heavy and 
assistants were necessary so that the apostles 
should not be diverted from this important work. 
He states in this connection, “The Church would 
be wise today if its ministry should follow the 
same course and see to it that nothing interferes 
with the task of instructing children, youth and 
adults in the Christian faith and life.’”” Once more 
he writes, “In the Early Church the instruction 
of catechumens was the chief task of the church. 
It is still the first task in the foreign missionary 
field and unless it is done adequately there 8 
failure and breakdown. It: should be the consistent 
policy of every church and then we would not 
be faced with an uneducated church membership. 
Inasmuch as we have heard so many captious 
criticisms in regard to catechetical instruction it 
is interesting to note these sentences: ‘“Further- 
more we must not overlook the fact of history, 
considering the results in the Reformed Chureh 
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through catechetical instruction in the years gone 
by. Catechisms are being prepared today in other 
than religious areas. We have catechisms in 
physics, dynamics, mechanics, and architecture. In 
a city public library these are almost the only 
catechisms listed. The catechetical method has had 
long and successful history and has an important 
counterpart in famous radio programs.” Another 
important note is sounded in this chapter when the 
author wrote, “Those who instruct children and 
youth in the Christian life should always remem- 
ber that education can never be a substitute for 
what the Scripture calls Regeneration. Religious 
education or education in religion will miserably 
fail if the mysterious, miraculous work of the Holy 
Spirit is obscured or set aside. The Spirit does 
not work at the command of men and the recog- 
nition of what the New Testament calls ‘the new 
birth’ is essential in all true Christian training 
and instruction. Because we have thought we 
could do this task ourselves; because we have 
thought the imparting of truth is the imparting of 
the Spirit of Christ; because we have taken it for 
granted that the knowledge of Bible truth is equiva- 
lent to knowing God, we have often failed.” 


We consider this book a real contribution to 
the work of the Christian Church and should be 
very useful for many years among both ministers 
of the gospel and intelligent Christian laymen. 
The author has rendered an eminent service to the 
Church of our generation.—John R. Richardson. 


a 
WHY GO TO CHURCH 


David K. Montgomery. Published by Morehouse 
Gorham Company, 14 East Forty-First Street, New 
York, N. Y. Price, $2.25. 


The excuses offered for nonattendance at church 
are legion. The author states the principal ones 
clearly and then points out the weakness of these 
excuses. The book is written primarily for lay- 
men, but it will be helpful to clergy and laymen 
alike. The author believes that the principal 
reason for going to church is to worship God 
and that the whole approach to church-going is 
wrong unless we begin with this major premise. 
He defines worship as “‘to give the best that you 
have and the best that you are to the BEST that 
you know.” This is an admirable working defini- 
tion and focuses our attention upon God rather 
than man. 


_ Mr. Montgomery contends that the greatest ad- 
justment in life is to put ourselves in harmony 
with God. We agree with him when he wrote, “The 
Process of reconstructing personality which psy- 
chologists and psychiatrists are always. talking 
about begins only when we get down on our knees 
and bring our unruly wills and affections into the 
attitude of worship.” “Many psychologists fail to 
recognize what the Christian religion has to say 
to this very problem but the human soul who has 
come to know something of what the New Testa- 
ment calls ‘oneness in Christ’, a close union of 
the Master and the disciple, has won most of the 
battle in this matter of reconstruction of the 
Personality simply because his personality has 
become a revelation of the power and purpose of 
God in his life.” 


The author is at his best when he emphasizes 
the importance of the Holy Spirit in the worship 





of God. He expresses his belief that the greatest 
aid to worship and the one most neglected to our 
shame is the Holy Spirit of God Himself. It is 
the Holy Spirit who teaches us how to worship. 
It is the Holy Spirit who places within us a spirit 
which answers to His own and which moves in 
the hearts of men to draw us in love to the worship 
of God. He states that if in seeking God all effort 
must be ours the task is hopeless and our worship 
a mockery. This quotation should be always kept 
in mind in’ worship: “If we do not find reality 
in our church-going it may be because we do not 
let the Holy Spirit teach us how to make it more 
real. Water can not flow through a pipe which is 
clogged and filled with rust.” 


This book is written by an Episcopalian pri- 
marily for Episcopalians but its value transcends 
any one denomination. The fundamentals discussed 
in this book will be helpful to any Christian 
Church. Non-liturgical churches will not follow 
him in a few of the chapters, but any leader of 
worship will find this volume of immense value in 
meeting the problems connected with church at- 
tendance and worship. —John R. Richardson. 

> 


GOLD FROM GOLGOTHA 


By Russell Bradley Jones. Moody Press, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price, $1.00. 


The author of this little book, which deals with 
the seven words of the cross, gives us the results 
of his diligent studies in the Greek original. His 
exegesis is very commendable. His design is prac- 
tical. Dr. Wilbur M. Smith has written an intro- 
duction to this volume and stated that it ought 
to have a permanent place in the literature of the 
passion of our Lord. We agree with his appraisal. 
The treatment of the fourth word from the cross 
is exceptionally satisfactory and is one of the 
ablest specimens of constructive thought on this 
utterance of our Lord that we have seen. Any 
minister or Sunday School teacher who might be 
planning to deal with the passion of our Saviour 
will be wise to place this little book on his shelf 
close to Schilder’s Trilogy.—John R. Richardson. 


a 


THE FAITH OF MAN SPEAKS 


Edited by Helen Woodbury. Published by The 
Macmillan Company, New York, N. Y. ~ Price, 
$1.75. : 


The Faith of Man Speaks is an anthology of 
consolation. It is written especially for all who 
mourn the departure of loved ones. It is built 
around man’s affirmations. in the beneficence of 
God and the indestructability of the soul. Se- 
lections are made from the writings of the far 
past, the near past, yesterday and today. Com- 
forting passages are culled from the writings of 
the Bible, the religions of mankind and distin- 
guished contemporary writers. The quotations are 
not of equal value, but each one makes a con- 
tribution to the belief that the end of life is not 
the grave. This is a book that every minister who 
offers comfort to sorrowing hearts will want to 
turn to over and over again for assistance in the 
ministry of consolation—John R. Richardson. 

———_ 2 eo 


THE MESSAGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


By Archibald M. Hunter, Ph.D. Published by 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $1.00. 
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For some time modernists have asserted that 
there are contradictory voices in the New Testa- 
ment. They take special delight in denying the 
unity of its message. Not long ago E. F. Scott 
wrote a book on the New Testament endeavoring 
to confirm this contention. This volume is a re- 
futation of that thesis. We feel that this author 
has done a first class job in answering the critics 
of the Gospel of Christ. Here and there we might 
differ with him in a few of his statements, but 
the main purpose of his book is well developed 
and leads straight to the inescapable conclusion 
that the whole New Testament presents one gospel. 


Dr. Hunter believes that the dominant theme 
of the New Testament is “the story of salvation,” 
the word “salvation” being used in its widest 
sense. He feels that this story “is of the consum- 
mation of God’s saving purpose for His People 
(Ecclesiology) through the sending of His Mes- 
siah (Christology) and of the means of salvation 
(Soteriology)”. He boldly states that it is the 
same God who speaks in both the Old and New 
Testaments. 


We believe that any open-minded reader of this 
scholarly volume will be convinced that there runs 
one message throughout the New Testament “from 
its beginning to its end and there is a grand agree- 
ment concerning ‘that so great salvation’ of which 
everyone of its writers speaks and concerning that 
Person ‘whose is the only Name under heaven 
whereby we must be saved.’” This book should 
be in every Christian minister’s library. 

—John R. Richardson. 


Ee —— —— 


THE SEAMLESS ROBE 


Sara Claghorn. Published by The Macmillan 
Company, New York, N. Y. Price, $2.00. 





The author makes a noble appeal for the religion 
of lovingkindness. To her mind God is the per- 
sonification of Lovingkindness. From this she 
pleads for lovingkindness in all relationships of 
life, even as related to animals. Surely there is 
a great need for lovingkindness and it should be 
preached and practiced. The author believes that 
in the matter of lovingkindness that it is im- 
possible to go too far. In a sense she is right. We 
feel, however, that even good things can be 
pushed too far and the author comes dangerously 
near doing this in this book. The Bible speaks 
much of God’s lovingkindness and tender mercies. 
It pleads for God’s people to display this divine 
quality in daily living. It must be remembered, 
however, that this is only one part of the truth 
and St. Paul has urged us to “Behold, therefore, 
the goodness and severity of God.” (Rom. 11:22). 
It must never be forgotten that God is severe in 
His dealings with sin. His goodness is revealed 
to those who continue in His goodness. 


Although there is much in this book which we 
consider helpful and stimulating, we believe it 
would be a much stronger book if it had not 
ignored the stern facts of depravity, regeneration 
and retribution. We have no right to blink at the 
dark side of life. God’s severity toward evil is a 
New Testament truth that is perilous to ignore. 

— John R. Richardson. 
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CHRIST AND THE BELIEVER 
THE SONG OF SONGS 


By Wendell P. Loveless, Published by Moody 


sree 153 Institute Place, Chicago, II]. Price 
1.50. ; 


The objective of this book, according to the 
author, is “to emphasize the eternal, indissoluble 
and unspeakably precious relationship between 
Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom, and each indi. 
vidual believer, as well as the Church which js 
His Body.” He regards the Song of Songs as pre. 
senting a typical picture of “the indissoluble re. 
lationship between the Lord Jesus and the Chris. 
tian.” In each section of the book the author 
groups the contents of the section under the 
following heads: What the bride says about the 
Bridegroom; What the Bridegroom says about 
the Bride; What the Bride says about Herself: 
What the Bridegroom says about Himself; What 
the Daughters of Jerusalem say about the Bride: 
and, What the Daughters of Jerusalem say about 
the Bridegroom.” Under each of these general 
headings Dr. Loveless quotes New Testament 
passages showing that the teaching of this book is 
fundamentally the same as that which we find in 
the New Testament. 


All students who love the Word of God will 
appreciate the evangelical approach and lucidity 
of expression in the author’s interpretation of 
this neglected portion of Scripture. The perusal 
of this book will reward the reader with stimulat- 
ing and refreshing thoughts. 


—John R. Richardson. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Pastor of Sibley Presbyterian Church 
Augusta . Georgia 


Third Printing. Now a 40-page booklet. Headings 
and subheads make material easily available for 
busy people. Keeps close to the Bible. Bible refer- 
ences cited are also quoted. 


Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 families; 
$10.00, 100 families. 


QUOTATIONS 


“John, a Jew, in baptizing the Lord Jesus, also 
a Jew, did it in the only way known to Law and 
Prophecy—by sprinkling.” Page 7. 


“Is it thinkable that God would have failed to 
give some clear and definite directions for the 
ordinance of baptism if it was to be different from 
all the related types in the Old Testament, and 
different from the unmistakably related prophecy 
of Ezek. 36:25?” Page 12. 


“If it is ‘silly,’ as urged by Immersionists, to 
baptize a baby, then it was worse than silly—t 
was brutal—to mutilate an eight-days’ old baby 
by circumcision.” Page 24. 


“How, then can the claim be maintained that 
baptism is always and invariably immersion when 
two out of the three baptisms of Matt. 3:11 cam 
not be immersion?” Page 28. 


“Not only is the absence of the word ‘water 
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from these passages in Romans and Colossians 
evidently intentional by the Holy Spirit, but the 
reading of it into them would seem to be an at- 
tempt to correct a supposed omission by the om- 
niscient God.” Page 34. 


COMMENTS 

“] want a copy for every family in my Church.” 
From a Pastor in North Carolina. 

“Several ... say it is the best they have ever 
read.” From a man in Fort Worth, Tex., who has 
made four orders for eight each, and two for 100 
each (for the vestible of his church). 


“Will meet real need. It’s great. Just along the 
line I have been looking for. Thank the dear Lord 
for this splendid piece of work.’ From Rev. George 
Phillips, Pastor of South Philadelphia (Pa.) United 
Presbyterian Church. The Session of this Church 
ordered 100 copies. 


“A fine thing for our Church.” In second order 
from a Pastor in Mississippi. 


“Certainly splendid ... Thanking you for what 
your work ... has meant to me.” From a Pastor 
in North Carolina. 


“T certainly have enjoyed the tract. It has en- 
lightened my mind.” From a lady in Washington, 
D. C., whose second order was for six copies to be 
sent her Pastor. 


“A very careful piece of work.” From Review 
by Rev. John L. Fairly, D.D., in February (1944) 
Earnest Worker. 


' Prices, transportation paid: 15 cents each; two 
for 25 cents; 25 or more, 12 cents each; 100 or 
more, 10 cents each; 500 or more, 8 cents each. 


Six orders for 500 copies each have been re- 
ceived. 


Order from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. (Printed as a Serial in The 
Journal.) 


Sprunt Lectures Union 
Seminary 


May we call your attention to an eminently 
worthwhile book just published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company? 


“CHRIST THE HOPE OF GLORY” 


A Study In Christological Eschatology 
By Dr. William Childs Robinson 


“A profound and scholarly book by the eminent 
ema the Columbia Theological Seminary, 
ur, a. 


“The Author was chosen by the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of Richmond, Va., to deliver 
these lectures on this vital theme. 


“The entire structure of the Bible involves the 
expectation of the Lord’s return. Christ spoke of 
himself as the Coming One. The miracle of the 
resurrection is a mighty movement of life going 
ut from God to recreate the cosmos and lead to 

final consummation. 
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“The reader is left with a sense of the immin- 
ency of the coming of the Lord, and our vital, 
personal place in the completed plan of redemp- 
tion, objective as well as subjective.” —The Ban- 
ner, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


_ We will take your order for this book at the 
listed cash price: Cloth, $3.00. 


We will send a free postpaid copy to anyone 
sending in ten new subscriptions to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.00 per year. Here is 
an opportunity for ministers to get a wonderful 
book free, and at the same time render a real 
service to The Southern Presbyterian Journal and 
to those whose subscriptions they may help to ‘get. 


Please act quickly as the number of copies of 
this book at our disposal for distribution in the 
above manner is limited. May we hear from you 
soon? The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Wea- 
verville, N. C. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The Church Sharing Her Whole 
Life With A World In Need : 


By Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D. 


It seems clear as we look into the future, that 
the need, opportunity and challenge for Foreign 
Mission work is destined to become much greater, 
and not less, from year to year. 


No work of our Church is so far from the point 
of saturation as is Foreign Missions. The entire 
missionary investment of our Church in personnel 
and in money could be put into one field and still 
be less than is needed to meet the situation ade- 
quately. 


On the basis, not of fantastic estimates but of 
urgent and realistic calls° from the field, our 
Church should be looking forward to a force of 
750 missionaries and a budget of $2,000,000 a 
year for Foreign Missions as soon as possible. 


The General Assembly has issued insistent calls 
for missionary volunteers, stating that 100 new 
missionaries would not be more than enough to 
relieve the immediate emergency that faces us. 
There is a stirring just now among the young 
people of our Church, a new manifestation of mis- 
sionary interest and dedication. The Candidate 
Department of the Foreign Mission Committee is 
in correspondence and contact with an increasing 
number of promising young volunteers. Already 
the vanguard of these young men and women‘ is 
on the way to the field; more are to follow. The 
sending of this new company of recruits presup- 
poses a larger support of the work. These rein- 
forcements cannot go, nor can their work be 
maintained, on the present budget. 


The General Assembly has also authorized the 
setting up of a “Missionary Reserve Corps” of 
young men and women who will prepare them- 
selves thoroughly for work abroad, and who will 
be in readiness to go out across the world when 
the war has come to an end. Such a group is now 
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being formed and will challenge the Church to 
match their offer of life with offerings of money 
and substance. 


The sending of 187 new missionaries would 
merely bring us abreast again with the Foreign 
._ Mission force that was ours in 1926. We need 
not merely to overtake this deficit in personnel, 
but to carry on beyond previous standards to 
something more nearly commensurate with the 
dimensions of the task that we have assumed. 


Foreign Missions presents a unique need in that 
it is the only great cause of the Church that has 
been actually in the war area and that has suf- 
fered from bombings and destruction. Provision 
will be needed for the reconstruction and expand- 
ing of the work far beyond the emergency help 


that. has been contemplated through the Reoccu- 
pation Fund. 


Foreign Missions includes all the causes. Under 
this one broad name our overseas work compre- 
hends those varied Christian activities and services 
that are described by such words as—Evangelism, 
Stewardship, Christian Education, Schools and 
Colleges, Seminaries and Training Schools, Minis- 
terial Relief, Orphans Homes, Defense Services, 
Sunday Schoo] Extension, Outposts, Chapels, Va- 
cation Schools, Publication, Church Papers, Hos- 
pitals, Social Service, Woman’s Work, Men’s 
Work, Young People’s Work, and the like. Foreign 
Missions, is the Church sharing her whole life 
with a world in need. 


Foreign Missions is the Church’s direct service 
to the spiritual need of the world. In no other 
enterprise of the Church is Christ Jesus pre- 
sented so directly to so many people in so destitute 
a spiritual condition. 


Dr. Fulton Goes 
To Brazil 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of 
Foreign Missions, of Nashville, Tenn., left Maimi, 
Fla., early in July for Brazil, where for three 
months he will be engaged in important consul- 
tations with our missionaries, in exploration of 
new territory, and in interdenominational plans 
for a larger work. The visit is a part of the routine 
responsibility of Dr. Fulton as Executive Secre- 
tary of our Church’s work and is made also at 
the request of our three Missions in Brazil. 


While he is out of the country, Dr. H. Kerr 
Taylor, Educational Secretary, will serve as Act- 
ing Secretary. 


Dr. Fulton’s first stop in Brazil will be Belem, 
Para. At this point he is to be met by -repre- 
sentatives from our own Church’s Missions in 
Brazil, as well as by representatives of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and National Home Mission Board 
of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, and will 
proceed on an exploratory trip up the Amazon 
River. Dr. Fulton has been asked by the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. A., in New York, N .Y., to serve as their rep- 
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resentative on this trip of exploration, and wil] 
make report to that Board as well as to our own 
Executive. Committee of Foreign Missions. 


The time of Dr. Fulton’s return to this coun 
is uncertain, being conditioned on travel schedules, 
It is possible that Dr. Fulton may be able to cross 
the South Atlantic from Prazil and visit the Africa 
Mission of our Chr go fofe returning to ‘this 
country. _ : 


Mv 
ws See scodemus And Jesus” 


By John B. Vail* 


“Yes, Rabbi; I see your point, and I certainly 
agree with you, in principle. But, should we not 
take a broader view of the situation? These are 
critical times, and demand our wholehearted and 
united effort, if we are to meet today’s challenge, 


What, with Rome tightening its grip upon ou 
people—what hope have we unless we stand to- 
gether? Not Israel alone, is involved—but in- 
deed, the whole moral system of the earth, as it 
were, hangs in the balance! Which shall it be, 
pagan, under the universal yoke of Rome,—or 
moral, and righteous, under the vigorous leader 
ship of the Jehovah of Israel? 

Surely, the issues are too vast, to be sacrificed 
by minor differences among’ us! Think of it! 
United, we could present a council of no mean 
proportions—doctors, lawyers, priests—the very 
cream of the Pharisees, Sadducees, even the Es- 
senes; and it would not stop there. Even the 
Roman Army has men in some of its key places 
here, who seek to serve Jehovah, and would 
align themselves with us. Take Cornelius of 
Caesarea, for example! The possibilities are stag- 
gering! 


Come now, Rabbi—what will your response be, 
to such a ringing challenge today?” 


Jesus: ‘What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul!” “Ye 
must be born again.” “No man cometh -unto the 
Father but by Me.” “I am come that they might 
have life ... and have it more abundantly.” “He 
that hath the Son hath life.” 


*Sumner, Miss. 


——> re 


Report Of Major W. Calvin Wells 


We will still supply free to any Church request 
ing them enough copies of this reprint for every 
member of their Session to have one. We will ap 
preciate it if in making your request you will.er 
close postage at the rate of one cent per. copy: 
Major Wells is a member of the General As 
sembly’s Permanent Committee on Co-operation 
and Union. Bound with this Analysis by Major 
Wells is a reprint of an article by: Dr. Willan 
Crowe entitled “Is Organic Union Of The Presby: 
terian Churches To Be Desired?” and an Editorial 
by Dr. Nelson Bell entitled “Doctrine vs. Union. 
These are free for the asking. Just let us know 
how many copies you can profitably use. The Sor 
thern Presbyterian Journal Company, - Weaver 
ville, N. C. ale roe : 








